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m, @realDonaldTrump

A whole civilization will die tonight, never to be brought back
again. | don’t want that to happen, but it probably will. However,
now that we have Complete and Total Regime Change, where
different, smarter, and less radicalized minds prevail, maybe
something revolutionarily wonderful can happen, WHO KNOWS?
We will find out tonight, one of the most important moments in
the long and complex history of the World. 47 years of extortion,
corruption, and death, will finally end. God Bless the Great People
of Iran!

121k ReTruths 50.3k Likes Apr 07, 2026, 8:06 AM
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.+ Benjamin Netanyahu - invam 'n*1a =
@netanyahu

A Translated from Hebrew Show origina E}-
As long as | am Prime Minister of Israel—Iran will not have nuclear
weapons.

There is full agreement between me and President Trump on this issue

For over 30 years, | have been at the forefront of the international
campaign against Iran's nuclear program.

Had it not been for this campaign, Iran would long ago have had atomi
bombs to destroy Israel.

Iran is working to destroy the Jewish state, and | dedicate my life to
preventing them from doing so.

As long as | am Prime Minister of Israel, this will not happen.
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Iran, which is being beat to HELL, has apologized and
surrendered to its Middle East neighbors, and promised that it
will not shoot at them anymore. This promise was only made
because of the relentless U.S. and Israeli attack. They were
looking to take over and rule the Middle East. It is the first time
that Iran has ever lost, in thousands of years, to surrounding
Middle Eastern Countries. They have said, “Thank you President
Trump.” | have said, “You're welcome!” Iran is no longer the “Bully
of the Middle East,” they are, instead, “THE LOSER OF THE
MIDDLE EAST,” and will be for many decades until they surrender
or, more likely, completely collapse! Today Iran will be hit very
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hard! Under serious consideration for complete destruction and
certain death, because of Iran’s bad behavior, are areas and
groups of people that were not considered for targeting up until
this moment in time. Thank you for your attention to this matter!
President DONALD J. TRUMP
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Iran, which is being beat to HELL, has apologized and
surrendered to its Middle East neighbors, and promised that
it will not shoot at them anymore. This promise was only
made because of the relentless U.S. and Israeli attack. They
were looking to take over and rule the Middle East. It is the
first time that Iran has ever lost, in thousands of years, to
surrounding Middle Eastern Countries. They have said,
“Thank you President Trump.” I have said, “You’re
welcome!” Iran is no longer the “Bully of the Middle East,”
they are, instead, “THE LOSER OF THE MIDDLE EAST,”
and will be for many decades until they surrender or, more
likely, completely collapse! Today Iran will be hit very
hard! Under serious consideration for complete destruction
and certain death, because of Iran’s bad behavior, are areas
and groups of people that were not considered for targeting
up until this moment in time. Thank you for your attention
to this matter! President DONALD J. TRUMP
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The Democrats are doing everything possible to hurt the
very strong position we are in with respect to Iran. Despite
World War 1 lasting 4 years, 3 months, and 14 days, World
War 1l lasting 6 years and 1 day, the Korean War lasting
3years, 1 month, and 2 days, the Vietham War lasting
19 years, 5 months, and 29 days, and Iraq lasting 8 years, 8
months, and 28 days, they like to say that | promised 6
weeks to defeat Iran, and actually, from the Military
standpoint, it was far faster than that, but I’'m not going to
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let them rush the United States into making a Deal that is
not as good as it could have been. | read the Fake News
saying that I am under “pressure” to make a Deal. THIS IS
NOT TRUE! | am under no pressure whatsoever, although,
it will all happen, relatively quickly! Time is not my
adversary, the only thing that matters is that we finally,
after 47 years, straighten out the MESS that other
Presidents let happen because they didn’t have the Courage
or Foresight to do what had to be done with respect to Iran.
We’re in it, and it will be done RIGHT, and we won’t let
the Weak and Pathetic Democrats, TRAITORS ALL, who
for years have been talking about the Dangers of Iran, and
that something has to be done, but now, since I'm the one
doing it, belittle the accomplishments of our Military and
the Trump Administration. This is being perfectly executed,
on the scale of Venezuela, just a bigger, more complex
operation. The result will be the same. In my First Term, |
built the Greatest Military our Country has ever seen,
including adding Space Force. In my Second Term, | am
properly and judiciously using our Military to solve
problems left to us by others of far less understanding or
competence. MAKE AMERICA GREAT AGAIN!
President DONALD J. TRUMP
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Pope Leo is WEAK on Crime, and terrible for Foreign
Policy. He talks about “fear” of the Trump Administration,
but doesn’t mention the FEAR that the Catholic Church,
and all other Christian Organizations, had during COVID
when they were arresting priests, ministers, and everybody
else, for holding Church Services, even when going outside,
and being ten and even twenty feet apart. | like his brother
Louis much better than | like him, because Louis is all
MAGA. He gets it, and Leo doesn’t! I don’t want a Pope
who thinks it’s OK for Iran to have a Nuclear Weapon. |
don’t want a Pope who thinks it’s terrible that America
attacked Venezuela, a Country that was sending massive
amounts of Drugs into the United States and, even worse,
emptying their prisons, including murderers, drug dealers,
and killers, into our Country. And I don’t want a Pope who
criticizes the President of the United States because I'm
doing exactly what | was elected, IN A LANDSLIDE, to
do, setting Record Low Numbers in Crime, and creating the
Greatest Stock Market in History. Leo should be thankful
because, as everyone knows, he was a shocking surprise.
He wasn’t on any list to be Pope, and was only put there by
the Church because he was an American, and they thought
that would be the best way to deal with President Donald J.
Trump. If I wasn’t in the White House, Leo wouldn’t be in
the Vatican. Unfortunately, Leo’s Weak on Crime, Weak on
Nuclear Weapons, does not sit well with me, nor does the
fact that he meets with Obama Sympathizers like David
Axelrod, a LOSER from the Left, who is one of those who
wanted churchgoers and clerics to be arrested. Leo should
get his act together as Pope, use Common Sense, stop
catering to the Radical Left, and focus on being a Great
Pope, not a Politician. It’s hurting him very badly and, more
importantly, it’s hurting the Catholic Church! President
DONALD J. TRUMP
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Iran can't get their act together. They don’t

know how to sign a nonnuclear deal. They
better get smart soon! President DJT
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Representation of the Iran-Israel Conflict in Foreign Persian-
Language Media (Case Study: BBC Persian, Iran International,
and Radio Farda)

Mohammad laelalizadeh?, Morteza Arzhangi?

Abstract
This study analyzes the representation of political events in Iran across three
diasporic Persian-language media—BBC Persian, Iran International, and
Radio Farda—from June 2022 to June 2025. It investigates how these
networks frame domestic and regional developments to uncover their
underlying discursive divergences. Employing a qualitative research design
combining purposive sampling with systematic qualitative coding, the study
analyzed a corpus of 122 news narratives selected for their thematic
prominence and discursive diversity. The findings reveal that while all three
media outlets consistently constructed their narratives around “crisis/threat”
and “delegitimization” macro-frames, each adopted a distinct strategic focus:
BBC Persian foregrounded external threats and geopolitical friction, Iran
International emphasized state-led domestic repression and victimization,
and Radio Farda centered on governance deficits and crises of transparency.
Furthermore, a focused case analysis of the 12-day war revealed four
predominant discursive patterns: the simultaneous deployment of crisis and
delegitimization framing, heavy reliance on anonymous sources, the
presentation of unverified technical and intelligence claims, and purposeful
visual and rhetorical symbolism. The study concludes that integrating
Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) and Framing Theory provides a robust
analytical framework for deconstructing media representations within the
paradigm of cognitive warfare, offering actionable implications for media
policymaking and critical media literacy.
Keywords: Diasporic Persian-language Media, Critical Discourse Analysis
(CDA), Framing Theory, Cognitive Warfare, Media
Representation, Iran—Israel War.

1. Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, Faculty of Social Sciences, Payam
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The Role of the Native Social Media Ecosystem in Strengthening
Iranian-Islamic Family Cohesion Against the media dimensions of
Israel and America's cognitive war against Iran: A Case Study of

Maternal Groups on the Bale Messaging App
Ali Akbar Razmjoo!, Kowthar Mehrzadeh?

Abstract

The present research aims to identify the role of the native social media
ecosystem in strengthening Iranian-Islamic family cohesion against the
media dimensions of the cognitive war waged by Israel and the United States
against Iran. The research method is qualitative. Data were collected through
semi-structured interviews with twelve experts in the fields of media, family,
and cultural security, who were selected using purposive sampling with
maximum variation, and were analyzed using the inductive thematic analysis
method. The process was carried out in three stages: open coding, organized
coding, and extraction of overarching themes. Based on the findings, one
hundred and fifty-eight initial codes, twenty-three organizing themes, and
three overarching themes—comprising specialized content production,
content monitoring and interpretation, and content identity—were identified.
The findings show that the maternal groups on the Bale messaging app,
through the production of religious and cultural content, function as an
identity-oriented ecosystem that filters cognitive threats and strengthens
native cultural-media identity, thereby creating a defensive shield against
cognitive operations directed by opposing media networks (centered on
Israel and the United States). Theoretically, this research introduces the
concept of the "distributed cognitive shield" and demonstrates that media
resistance at the level of online family communities is one of the neglected
dimensions in analyses of the media war against Iran.

Keywords: Native Media Ecosystem, Israel and America's Cognitive

Warfare, Family Cohesion, Mothers' Groups, Bale Messenger.

1. Associate Professor, Department of Social Communication Sciences, Faculty of Media and
Communication, University of Radio and Television of Iran, Tehran, Iran. (Corresponding
author). Email: Razmjoo@iribu.ac.ir

2. PhD student in Media Management, Faculty of Culture and Communication, Soore
International University, Tehran, Iran. Email: kosar.mehrzade@soore.ac.ir
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An Analysis of the Causes and Consequences of Direct U.S.
Involvement in Israel’s Twelve-Day War Against the Islamic

Republic of Iran Based on the Balance-of-Threat Theory
Morteza Salmani' , Meysam Arab-Sorkhi Mishabi?, Habibollah Abolhassan Shirazi®

Abstract

The twelve-day war launched by Israel against the Islamic Republic of Iran
and the direct involvement of the United States in the conflict constituted
one of the most significant geopolitical and security developments in West
Asia during 2025. Its effects extended beyond a military confrontation,
affecting the regional balance of power and the prevailing security order in
the region. The central question of this study is: What strategic factors and
considerations prompted the direct involvement of the United States in
Israel’s twelve-day war against the Islamic Republic of Iran, and what
consequences did this intervention have for the regional balance of power
and the security order in West Asia? This study employs a descriptive-
analytical research method and draws on library-based sources, official
documents, think-tank reports, and credible scholarly sources. The collected
data are analyzed within the theoretical framework of Balance of Threat
theory. The findings indicate that the direct involvement of the United States
was driven by a growing perception of threat arising from the enhancement
of Iran’s deterrence capabilities, including its missiles and drones, the
expansion of its regional influence, the need to preserve Israel’s strategic
superiority, the protection of U.S. deterrence credibility, the prevention of a
shift in the regional balance of power, and the preservation of the security
order favored by Washington. Furthermore, the intervention contributed to
strengthening the U.S. military presence in West Asia, intensifying
geopolitical competition, altering regional deterrence dynamics, increasing
security instability, and reshaping the regional balance of power. Overall, the
findings demonstrate that, compared with other realist approaches, Balance
of Threat theory offers greater explanatory power in accounting for both the
causes and consequences of the United States’ strategic behavior.
Keywords: United States, Islamic Republic of Iran, Twelve-Day War,
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The Construction of Political Discourse in Donald Trump’s
Tweets Regarding “Ramadhan War”
(Timeframe: February 28, 2026 — May 30, 2026)
Mohammad Amerian®

Abstract

With the expanding role of social media in shaping political discourse,
analyzing the language used by politicians -as a mechanism for
legitimization and audience persuasion- has gained heightened importance.
Through a critical discourse analysis of Donald Trump’s posts during the
US-Israel conflict with Iran (referred to as the "Ramadhan War"), this study
examines the implicit meanings, linguistic mechanisms, and the roles of text
and images in shaping his political narratives. To this end, 167 text-based
and 23 image-based posts regarding Iran, published by Trump on Truth
Social between February 28, 2026, and May 30, 2026, were collected and
analyzed. The study’s theoretical framework relied on Norman Fairclough’s
(1995) three-dimensional model for the linguistic analysis and Kress and van
Leeuwen’s (2006) multimodal framework for the visual analysis. Findings at
the description level -regarding lexical choices, syntactic structures, and
writing characteristics- revealed a communicative style centered on
emphasis, brevity, and the highlighting of political stances. At the
interpretation level, the posts established a semantic framework for
legitimizing actions through representation of US power, the threat posed by
Iran, and intertextual references. At the explanation level, these patterns
were linked to concepts such as power, security, deterrence, national
interests, and a transactional approach to foreign policy. The analysis of the
images further confirmed the role of visual elements in reproducing this
discourse. These findings can be applied to the critical analysis of digital
political communication, media studies, and multimodal research on social
media.
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The Image Governance of War: A Comparative Analysis of
Regulatory Patterns of War Information Production and

Dissemination in Countries Engaged in the Ramadhan War 2026
Ahmad Ghojavand!, Mohammad Gholi Minavand?

Abstract
In the landscape of modern conflict, warfare has shifted toward an arena
where the projected image of a conflict impacts the outcome of wars as
decisively as kinetic weaponry and military operations. Drawing on a
strategic foresight framework, this study analyzes patterns of regulating and
governing wartime content during the hostilities known as the “Ramadhan
War” (February—June 2026) involving Iran, Israel, and the United States, as
well as the role played by the Persian Gulf states. The central research
guestion is how the states involved governed the image projected by and
from their respective countries through a combination of legal,
infrastructural, and technological instruments. The findings—derived from
legal documents, field reports, and technical network analyses covering the
2025-2026 period—indicate that key regional actors implemented three
distinct models aimed at establishing an “architecture of silence”: (1) the
Infrastructural Isolation Model (Iran), based on the complete isolation of the
domestic information space; (2) the Structural/Legal Authoritarian Model
(Israel), implemented through a “legislative blitzkrieg” targeting media
independence and algorithmic censorship; and (3) the Deterrent Penal-
Regulatory Model (the Persian Gulf states), characterized by the imposition
of multimillion-dollar fines and the criminalization of publishing authentic
battlefield images and footage. A comparative analysis of these cases
demonstrates that states deploy divergent frameworks to manage the
production, dissemination, and circulation of wartime information in
accordance with their political structures, technological capacities, and
security imperatives. Consequently, controlling information flows and
shaping public perception have emerged as key dimensions of national
Keywords: Image governance, Ramadhan War 2026, Architecture of
Silence, National Information  Network, Algorithmic
Censorship.
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Construction of 'Self"" and ""Other™ in the 2026 War: A
Comparative Analysis of Trump, Netanyahu, and Ghalibaf's

Discourse on Social Media Posts
Behnam Rezagholizadeh®
Abstract
The 38-day conflict between Iran and the US-Israel alliance in 2026 was not

merely a military confrontation but also a discursive arena for the construction
of antagonistic identities. Drawing on an integrative theoretical framework
combining Laclau and Mouffe’s discourse theory with Van Dijk’s Approach to
Critical Discourse Studies (CDS), this study conducts an in-depth analysis of
three paradigmatic social media posts from key political figures representing the
warring parties: Donald Trump’s post on Truth Social (April 7, 2026) framed
around the motif “Tonight a whole civilization will die,” Benjamin Netanyahu’s
post on X (June 12, 2026) centered on the claim “As long as I am Prime
Minister,” and Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf’s post on X (May 29, 2026)
anchored in the slogan “We seize concessions with missiles.” The findings
reveal that all three discourses employ distinct strategies of Othering: Trump
mobilizes the trope of a “schism between the people and the state” to legitimize
threats of civilizational destruction; Netanyahu conflates Israel’s security
survival with his own political tenure through the “personalization of threat” and
“accusations of genocidal intent”; and Ghalibaf counters liberal diplomacy
through a “power-centric discourse,” relegating the “Other” to the position of an
ignorant subject requiring pedagogical subjugation. Despite their profound
ideological divergence, all three discourses converge on the rhetoric of “self-
defense” and “reactive retaliation”—demonstrating how the “victimized Self vs.
threatening Other” binary transcends geopolitical and national borders. This
study demonstrates that microblogging posts, as dense discursive genres, can
reproduce highly sophisticated strategies of Othering and legitimization,
underscoring the utility of real-time discourse tracking for deciphering future
crises and hybrid warfare narratives.

Keywords: Self/Other Construction, Critical Discourse Studies (CDS),
Othering, Laclau and Mouffe, Narrative Warfare, Political
Microblogging, Iran—-US—Israel Conflict.
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From the Battlefield to the Narrative Arena: Applying Strategic
Narrative Theory to the Analysis of the Conflict Involving the
United States, the Zionist Regime, and Iran — A Case Study of the
12-Day War and the Ramadan War
Majid Rouhi Dehbaneh!

Abstract

Drawing upon the theoretical framework of strategic narrative as proposed
by Miskimmon, O'Loughlin, and Roselle (2013, 2017) and employing a
secondary document-analysis method, this study investigates narrative
competition among the Islamic Republic of Iran, the United States, and
Israel during the 12-Day War (summer 2025) and the Ramadan War (winter
2026—present). The findings indicate that all three actors have leveraged
identity, system, and issue narratives to legitimize their actions, albeit with
clear distinctions. Iran's narrative is anchored in resistance against foreign
domination, the conceptualization of survival as victory, and a sense of
belonging to the Islamic Ummah, and is articulated through key terms such
as "legitimate defense," "True Promise," and the "Ramadan War." Israel's
narrative emphasizes existential threat, self-defense, and the identity of a
Jewish and democratic state, and is expressed through the discourse of
"preemption and deterrence." The U.S. narrative rests upon the claim to
leadership of the free world, a rules-based order, and the defense of liberal
values; however, at certain junctures, a discourse with Christian overtones
also emerged. At the projection level, all three actors made use of both
traditional media and social media. Nevertheless, the reception of these
narratives among domestic and international publics varied in degree of
success. The study concludes that in contemporary conflicts, the
management of public perceptions is as strategically vital as the control of
the physical battlefield, and that future wars will increasingly be wars of
narratives.
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Representation of Iran’s Position in the Short LEGO
Animations of the Ramadan War:

A Thematic Analysis with a Focus on Media Diplomacy
Ahmad Soflayi' , Abolfazl Abedi?

Abstract

The proliferation of social media platforms with transnational reach, coupled
with the growing prevalence of short-form video content, has fundamentally
reshaped the representation of political and military events, facilitating the
emergence of short Lego animations as a novel narrative format within the
contemporary media landscape. This study examines how Iran’s role in the
Ramadan War is framed in these short Lego battle animations and elucidates
their potential as instruments of digital media diplomacy. Drawing on a
qualitative design, the research employs thematic analysis following Braun
and Clarke’s six-phase framework. The corpus comprises six purposively
sampled Lego animations on the Ramadan War published across social
media platforms. The findings indicate that the representational framework
of these works is organized around five core themes: “compression and
simplification of the war narrative”, “heroization and legitimization of
Iranian actions”, “threat representation and the construction of the “Other”,
“emotional mobilization of audiences”, and “adaptation to platform logics
and the attention economy”. These themes demonstrate that, by distilling
complex military dynamics, foregrounding Iranian agency, and leveraging
the narrative and algorithmic affordances of social media, these Lego
animations actively shape public perceptions and generate persuasive
political narratives. Consequently, such productions transcend mere
entertainment; they function as strategic instruments for political
representation, media diplomacy, and soft-power projection within the
contemporary social media ecosystem.
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Representing the Iran-US Confrontation in Selected Political
Cartoons Depicting Trump: A Semiotic Analysis
Fatemeh Azimifard®

Abstract

Political cartoons are widely regarded as an influential medium for
representing ideologies, as they communicate complex political concepts
through humor, satire, and visual symbolism. As a transnational visual
language, cartoons can function as a powerful means of critiquing power, in
contexts where formal and diplomatic discourses fail to articulate political
realities. This study investigates the latent meanings embedded in eight
selected foreign political cartoons featuring “Donald Trump” the US
President as their central subject in addressing the recent conflict between
Iran and the United States. The cartoons were produced and published in
2026. Drawing on a qualitative research design, the study employs Roland
Barthes’s Semiotic Framework and Stuart Hall’s Theory of Representation,
supplemented by Linguistic Analysis. By examining signs, denotative and
connotative meanings, and verbal elements, the study explored how the
confrontation between Iran and the United States was represented in these
cartoons. The findings suggest that, through political satire, the cartoons
challenge Trump’s power-seeking policies and highlight his failure in
confronting Iran, particularly in relation to the Strait of Hormuz. Across the
corpus, Trump is represented, either explicitly or implicitly, as defeated and
incapable of effectively dealing with Iran. Moreover, peace is portrayed
primarily as a rhetorical construct rather than as a practical political action.
The cartoons further imply that, in current American politics, tangible reality
has been marginalized and replaced by constructed narratives.
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War as Visual Spectacle: Analysis of Third-Imposed War
Representation in Telegram Channel of the “Iran International
TV”

Mohsen Goudarzi'

Abstract

“Iran International TV Network™ engaged extensively in shaping Iranians’
perceptions during the Third Imposed War. Analyzing the visual and
discursive representational mechanisms through which Iran International
covered this war on social media platforms, particularly Telegram, is
therefore of particular importance. The central question of this study is:
through what visual, emotional, and discursive strategies does the network’s
Telegram channel represent the recent war, and what patterns do these
strategies follow over the course of the war? Using descriptive-
computational and interpretive-explanatory methods, the study analyzed
6,868 messages across three layers—sentiment, theme, and news frame. The
findings reveal a “war-as-visual-spectacle” strategy: the overwhelming
dominance of visual content (93.1 percent), the prevalence of negative
sentiment, and a latent “threat-and-crisis” frame concealed behind the
ostensibly neutral “news” frame. The war is simultaneously represented as
both an external and naturalized phenomenon, and the network’s core
strategy operates through the systematic absence of peaceful alternatives—a
mechanism termed “negative framing by omission.” High levels of user-
generated content (27.2 percent) likewise coexist with the near-total absence
of genuine engagement tools, a pattern termed “participatory extractivism.”
The study demonstrates that Iran International should be understood as a
pseudo-diasporic medium—one that does not operate merely as an identity-
preserving channel but plays an active role in shaping public perceptions of
threat and political legitimacy. The study recommends that regulatory bodies
strengthen ownership-transparency requirements for such media and that
media literacy programs equip audiences to recognize meaningful absences
in crisis narratives.
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A Critical Discourse Analysis of the Representation of the Iran-

Israel Twelve-Day War on Iran International TV
Mohammad Babaei® , Amirhossein Soltani®

Abstract

This study aims to elucidate the representational mechanisms employed by
the Iran International television network in covering the Iran—Israel
hostilities known as the “Twelve-Day War,” as well as the relationship
between news discourse and macro-level power structures. Within a
gualitative paradigm, this study applies Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA)
based on Fairclough’s three-dimensional model, examining the textual
corpus at three levels: description (formal and lexical analysis),
interpretation (processes of text production and consumption), and
explanation (socio-ideological context analysis). Quantitative content
analysis was used to identify message frequency, thematic distribution, and
patterns of news sourcing. At the descriptive level, the analysis reveals that
the network, by deploying lexical mechanisms such as “labeling” and
“evaluative naming,” alongside grammatical structures including
passivization and nominalization, has attributed responsibility for initiating
and escalating the crisis to Iran’s political structure. Furthermore, through
the use of conceptual metaphors and intensifying adverbs, it has created an
asymmetry in the representation of the concepts of aggression and defense.
At the interpretive level, the findings demonstrate that news texts have been
produced on the basis of specific ideological presuppositions. By employing
intertextual techniques, chains of semantic equivalence, and preferred
readings, the network has guided audiences toward accepting its preferred
narrative while precluding alternative interpretations. At the explanatory
level, results indicate that media's representational pattern constitutes a
hegemonic mechanism aimed at “delegitimizing” Iran’s defense doctrine and
consolidating a discourse of “othering.” Concurrently, through the
“naturalization” of foreign aggression and the “desecuritization” of the
threat, the central signifier of the network’s narrative has been anchored in
the attribution of blame to domestic actors.
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Media Representations of Science and Technology in
Narratives of the Iran—Israel Conflict:
A Comparative Analysis of Instagram News Content
Zahra Ojagh*

Abstract
By constructing narratives in conflict situations, media outlets shape public
perceptions of the necessity, causes, course, and consequences of war. In the
twelve-day war between Iran and Israel, science and technology functioned
both as factors shaping the conflict and as operational tools. Therefore, their
representation in media coverage and audience reactions to them can
significantly influence public understanding of science and technology. The
aim of this study is to identify and compare science- and technology-related
narratives through an analysis of 103 news posts published on the first and last
days of the war -as two key points in the construction of media narratives- on
the Instagram pages of Al Arabiya and BBC Persian television networks and
Fars News Agency. The study adopts a qualitative approach using Barthes’
structural narrative analysis and Propp’s narrative functions. The findings
showed that Al Arabiya published the highest number of science- and
technology-related news stories, which on the first day, was almost twice that
on the final day. In the narratives presented by Al Arabiya and BBC Persian,
Israel’s scientific and technological capabilities were portrayed as more
advanced, while the attack on Iran was framed as having new scientific and
technological consequences. In contrast, Fars News Agency emphasized Iran’s
progress in military and nuclear science and technology and the role of these
advances in defense and protection of civilians. Audience responses across all
three media outlets revealed the emergence of value-based polarization
regarding Israel’s attack and the performance of Iranian officials, alongside
expressions of concern about the possible release of radioactive materials. The
results contribute to an understanding of the mechanisms of narrative
construction on social media and their role in shaping public perceptions of
science and technology in conflict contexts.
Keywords: Narrative analysis, Iran-Israel Conflict, Instagram Science and
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