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1. Systems theory

2. Thermodynamics

3. Equilibrium

4. Entropy

5. Analytical Entropy
6. Epistemic Coherence
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1. Iran International
2. Certain Iranian Assets (Islamic Republic of Iran v. United States of America)
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1. UN Human Rights Council

2. Treaty Bodies

3. International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR)
4. Principle of Universal Jurisdiction
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An Analysis of the Zionist Regime’s Attack on Islamic Republic of

Iran Broadcasting (IRIB) in the Light of Humanitarian Law
Hamed Shahbazi', Mohammad Saleh Meftah?

Abstract

This article examines the legal implications of military attacks on civilian
infrastructure, focusing on the Isracli Regime’s military attack on the
facilities of The Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting (IRIB). The primary
objective is to assess the legality of these attacks under international law,
specifically considering the core principles of distinction, proportionality,
and military necessity. Targeting media outlets raises critical concerns
regarding the disruption of information flows and potential impacts on social
stability. Employing a descriptive-analytical methodology, this study
analyzes relevant international treaties (including the Geneva Conventions
and their Additional Protocols), UN Security Council resolutions, and
pertinent judicial precedents to provide a legal evaluation of these actions.
Findings indicate that targeted attacks on civilian media infrastructure
constitute a violation of IHL, permissible only in exceptional circumstances
where the target has been demonstrably and verifiably converted into a
military objective, and where the principles of proportionality have been
rigorously adhered to. The available evidence pertaining to the attack on
IRIB’s main building on June 16, 2025, which resulted in fatalities (two
IRIB personnel and one driver) and injuries to civilian staff, alongside
significant damage to a live broadcast studio, does not support the existence
of such conditions. This research emphasizes the international legal
responsibility of the aggressor state. Finally, based on the case analysis of
the IRIB attack, the study proposes practical recommendations to strengthen
protective frameworks for media, including enhanced media and human
rights monitoring, the utilization of media diplomacy to raise global
awareness, the establishment of international funds for the reconstruction of
damaged media infrastructure, and the development of robust security
protocols for journalists operating in conflict zones. These measures are
essential for safeguarding journalists and media organizations as vital
components of transparency and information dissemination.

Keywords: International Humanitarian Law (IHL), Military Attack, Media

Infrastructure, IRIB, International Responsibility.
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Reconfiguration of Hindu Ritual in the Age of Digital Platforms:
A Case Study of Digital Darshan within Network Logic
Amin Rezaei Nejad', Seyed Mohammad Ruhani?

Abstract

This paper examines the transformation of Hindu rituals in the age of global
media, a clear example of religion’s reinvention within a networked logic.
Focusing on the phenomenon of “Digital Darshan” as a ritual experience of
seeing and being seen by the divine, this research explores how networked
communication transfers sacredness from traditional temples to digital
platforms and reconfigures ritual structure. Employing qualitative research
methods, with a descriptive-explanatory approach and a case study
methodology, in addition to studying Darshan, this study utilizes interpretive
analysis of secondary data from reputable research and media examples. The
findings reveal that Digital Darshan integrates three fundamental trends: the
individualization of ritual experience, the commodification of sacredness,
and the spatial expansion of the sacred within global networks.
Consequently, this ritual is not only reproduced on platforms and
applications but also sustained through user participation and a digital
spiritual economy. The study concludes that Digital Darshan represents a
new form of “networked religion,” where ritual shifts from spatial presence
to global participation, and sacredness is redistributed through data and
interaction.

Keywords: Hindu Ritual, Networked Religion, Digital Darshan,

Commodification of the Sacred, Ritual Mediation.
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Ranking Criteria for Target Countries of Iran’s Cultural

Diplomacy, with an Emphasis on Media Presence
Mohammadhossein Shoaee', Hossein Dehghanianpour?

Abstract

The main purpose of this research is to develop and weight indicators for
ranking countries targeted by Iran’s cultural diplomacy. The central issue
addressed is the lack of indigenous and codified criteria for prioritizing
countries, despite limited resources and the broad scope of international
cultural needs. This underscores the importance of optimizing resource
allocation and maximizing the impact of soft power to advance national
interests. The research employs a qualitative approach using thematic
analysis; data were collected through document analysis, review of
statements by the Supreme Leader, and semi-structured interviews with 16
elites, cultural counselors, and international affairs professionals. Key
findings reveal the extraction of 23 overarching themes (criteria) categorized
into four identity layers based on frequency. The most important of these
include: “The Islamic World and Muslims,” “Neighboring and Peripheral
Countries,” “History of Cultural-Civilizational Commonalities,” and
“Countries with Influence in International Organizations.” The research
concludes that ranking countries based on these weighted criteria will enable
more scientific decision-making and a fairer distribution of resources for
those responsible for cultural diplomacy. Finally, recommendations are
offered, such as analyzing the impact of Iranian media in priority countries,
evaluating the effectiveness of foreign broadcasting, and developing
comparative models of cultural diplomacy with competitors.

Keywords: cultural presence, cultural diplomacy, media diplomacy
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The Role of Media Diplomacy in Developing the Economic
Capacities of Border Markets in Turkmenistan and Iran (Case
study: North Khorasan Province)

Morteza Daneshvari', Ashraf Rad?

Abstract

This study aims to identify the potentials of media diplomacy in enhancing the
economic capacities of Iran, specifically for exporting products and services to
Turkmenistan’s border markets. North Khorasan Province serves as a case
study. Employing a qualitative research approach, the study utilizes thematic
analysis, incorporating documentary study and semi-structured interviews for
data collection. The sample consists of 12 purposefully selected businessmen,
academics, managers, and officials. North Khorasan Province, despite its
proximity to Turkmenistan, lacks a direct border crossing, necessitating
exports through alternative routes. Establishing an official border crossing is
recommended to balance trade and boost exports. Media diplomacy, in
conjunction with political diplomacy, can significantly facilitate border trade.
The research findings indicate that Turkmenistan’s border markets are
strategically important and sensitive due to the country’s economic
diversification policy and regional competition. Leveraging cultural, religious,
linguistic, and ethnic commonalities, North Khorasan Province possesses
strong export potential in handicrafts, agricultural products, industrial goods,
and food industries. However, a notable gap exists in utilizing media
diplomacy for advertising and marketing. Key themes emerging from the
research include: commercial and economic opportunities in Turkmenistan,
the province’s export capabilities, necessary infrastructure development for
border markets, addressing export obstacles, understanding Turkmenistan’s
import needs, and the critical role of media diplomacy. Effective media
diplomacy can provide crucial market intelligence, promote economic
policies, identify export barriers, and inform appropriate border trade
strategies through continuous monitoring of Turkmen markets.

Keywords: Media diplomacy, border exports, border economic capacities,

North Khorasan.

1.Master of Media Management and Researcher at the IRIB, Faculty of Communication and
Media, University of IRIB, Tehran, Iran. (Corresponding author).
mortezadaneshvari57@gmail.com

2.Master of English Language Teaching, Secretary of Education of Tehran Province,
Department of English Language, Faculty of Humanities, Tabaran University, Mashhad,
Iran.
raadteacher2020@gmail.com

TON ‘0T 7TIOA &)



TON ‘0T TOA &)

359 (P International Media Research Letters

The Legal Doctrine of “Clean Hands” and International Media
Efforts in Portraying
the Islamic Republic of Iran’s Lack of Clean Hands

Mohammad Mohammadi, ! Yousef Khoram Farhadi, 2
Amir Houshang Fathizadeh?

Abstract

The “clean hands” doctrine, as one of the interpretative approaches to the
fundamental rules of international law, serves as a criterion for the
admissibility and legitimacy of claims before international tribunals. It
requires states seeking legal protection to refrain from unlawful conduct.
This doctrine is particularly relevant in assessing the legitimacy of claims
and requests brought by different states before international courts and
tribunals. However, in the sphere of international politics and media, the
doctrine has sometimes been transformed into an instrument deployed
through media narratives against various countries, including Iran, to portray
an image of “unclean hands” and violations of international norms. This has
contributed to the intensification of sanctions and the withdrawal of foreign
investors. Using a descriptive-analytical method, this study examines the
cases of the arbitration brought by Bank Melli Iran and Bank Saderat Iran
against the Central Bank of Bahrain, the case concerning the seizure of
assets of the Central Bank of Iran before the International Court of Justice,
as well as non-judicial, politically, and economically oriented processes such
as the JCPOA negotiations and FATF-related developments. The research
analyzes how, despite media and political pressures, international judicial
and non-judicial bodies have addressed allegations of Iran’s lack of “clean
hands.” It examines the decisions rendered following due consideration and
the impacts of these narratives on negotiation processes. The findings
highlight the importance of understanding the interaction between law and
media in the international arena. They underscore the necessity of
developing synergistic strategies in legal and media diplomacy for states.
Keywords: Clean Hands Doctrine; International Media; Islamic Republic of

Iran; International Law; Sanctions; International Arbitration.

1. PhD Student in Public International Law, Faculty of Law, Islamic Azad University,
Damghan Branch, Mr.mohamad.mohamadi.1001.1985@gmail.com

2.Assistant Professor of International Law, Faculty Member of Islamic Azad University,
Chalous Branch, uk_farhadi@iauc.ac.ir

3. Assistant Professor and Faculty Member of Institute for Trade Studies and Research,
Tehran, amirfathizadeh@gmail.com


mailto:Mr.mohamad.mohamadi.1001.1985@gmail.com
mailto:uk_farhadi@iauc.ac.ir
mailto:amirfathizadeh@gmail.com

International Media Research Letters (3 360

The Political Analysis as a Thermodynamic System:
A Framework for Assessing Analytical Entropy
and Epistemic Coherence
Hassan Beheshtipour*

Abstract
This study applies thermodynamic principles to political analysis,
conceptualizing it as a system to assess internal quality. Within this
framework, the elements and pillars of analysis are regarded as active and
structural components of a system, whose degree of coordination determines
the level of analytical entropy. It introduces “analytical entropy” as a
measure of disorder or inconsistency between analytical elements (actors,
data, motives) and pillars (paradigm, methodology, reasoning). Using
metaphorical modeling and systems theory, a diagnostic mechanism is
designed. Applied to the political dispute over the “snapback” mechanism
after the expiration of UNSC Resolution 2231, findings reveal that analytical
entropy stems from epistemological divergence between rival frameworks
(Iran-Russia-China vs. U.S.-Europe). This thermodynamic model proves
reliable for measuring coherence and stability in political analyses, opening
new interdisciplinary horizons for political research.
Keywords :Political Analysis; Analytical Entropy, Thermodynamics,

Epistemic Coherence,Metaphorical Modeling, Philosophy of

Science, Systems Theory.
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Digital Cultural Diplomacy: Analyzing the Capacities and
Challenges of Social Networks in Improving Iran's
International Cultural Relations
Tahareh Jahanparvar’, Zahra Hazrati Soumeh?, Vahid Rashidvash®

Abstract
This is a qualitative study investigating the role of social media in enhancing
Iran’s international cultural relations, with a focus on the capacities and
challenges of digital cultural diplomacy. Through in-depth, semi-structured
interviews with 18 experts in the fields of culture, media, and diplomacy,
this research highlights the key affordances of digital platforms, including
rapid information dissemination, cultural promotion, and direct international
engagement. However, it also underscores significant challenges, such as
information security risks, misinformation, and platform restrictions. The
findings suggest that social media platforms can serve as effective tools for
cultural diplomacy, enabling the projection of a positive image of Iranian
culture and values globally. To fully leverage these platforms, the study
recommends the development of comprehensive strategies centered on
content localization, capacity building, and security management.
Ultimately, this research argues that a proactive and strategic engagement on
social media can significantly enhance Iran’s international cultural relations
and improve its global perception.
Keywords: Digital public diplomacy,Virtual culturalization, Intercultural
interactions, Cultural content management, Digital cultural
exchange.
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The 12-Day Imposed War: An Examination of the Role of IRIB’s

Overseas Media in Managing Public Opinion
Ahad Noori Asl, Habibollah Fadavi?, Seyed Reza Emadi®

Abstract

This study investigates the role of Iran’s Islamic Republic of Broadcasting
(IRIB) Overseas media Branch in shaping regional and global public opinion
during the 2023 “12 Day War” imposed by the Zionist regime on the Islamic
Republic of Iran. The central research question explores how IRIB’s
transnational media influenced cross-border public perception within a
context of cognitive warfare, and identifies the strengths and weaknesses of
their operational performance. Utilizing a grounded theory methodology,
data were collected through semi-structured interviews with media experts
and content analysis of relevant documents and specialized expert meetings.
Qualitative data analysis, employing open, axial, and selective coding,
revealed that IRIB’s international outlets effectively reinforced a narrative of
resistance and fostered hope by constructing narratives emphasizing national
unity and exposing actions attributed to the Israeli regime. However, several
limitations were identified, including a tendency toward propagandistic
framing, a scarcity of human-centered and persuasive narratives,
inconsistencies in narrative coordination, insufficient multilingual expertise,
technical and budgetary constraints, and limited engagement with emerging
digital media platforms. These shortcomings impeded the broader
international dissemination and acceptance of the Iranian perspective. The
emergent theory suggests that IRIB’s international media operate as active
agents in narrative competition; however, to function as a robust and
sustainable model in future hybrid conflicts, strategic realignment,
infrastructural development, and enhanced human capital are required.
Keywords: IRIB international media, 12-day war, regional and global public

opinion management, grounded theory, cognitive warfare.
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The Potentials of Cultural Diplomacy in Animation; A Case Study

of “The Dolphin Boy” Animation
Aliakbar Razmjoo®, Hamideh Shabani?

Abstract

Cultural diplomacy represents a versatile and impactful instrument in foreign
policy, fostering cross-national understanding and contributing to
international stability. By facilitating cultural and artistic exchanges,
promoting scientific and educational collaboration, enabling elite interaction,
and addressing linguistic barriers, it provides valuable platforms for
intercultural dialogue. Governments actively leverage cultural diplomacy
through bilateral agreements, multilateral initiatives, and official cultural
programs to showecase their national identity. This research investigates the
potential of animation as a vehicle for cultural diplomacy, specifically
examining “The Dolphin Boy” animation through the lens of Roland
Barthes’ semiotic analysis. Each scene was analyzed as a discrete unit,
identifying key cultural components. The analysis revealed that 24% of these
components referenced historical heritage, 22% cultural heritage, 16%
geographical and environmental elements, 11% ancient heritage, 10%
Iranian customs and traditions, 8% handicrafts, 3% Iranian mythology, and
2% lIranian music. This study demonstrates the efficacy of animation in
bolstering cultural diplomacy and projecting a positive image of Iran’s
national identity on the global stage.
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The Gaza War and Saudi Arabia's Policy Towards the Palestinian
Issue and Normalization of Relations with Israel (With a Focus on
Public Opinion and Media)

Mahdi Alikhani *

Abstract

The Al-Agsa Flood Operation and the ensuing Gaza War of October 7, 2023,
unfolded amidst a U.S.-led effort to establish a new regional order predicated
on expanded normalization with Israel. This conflict significantly impacted
the strategies of key West Asian actors and reshaped the potential future
configuration of the region. Given Saudi Arabia’s pivotal role in the Arab
and Islamic worlds and the influence of public opinion and media, this study
examines the relationship between Riyadh’s stance on the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict and the outbreak of the war, analyzing the implications of the Gaza
War for Saudi Arabia’s position on the Palestinian issue, normalization with
Israel, and the rationale behind its policy shifts. This article addresses the
central question: What impact has the Gaza War had on Saudi Arabia’s
policy toward the Palestinian issue and normalization with Israel? The
hypothesis posits that the war’s developments prompted Riyadh to
reconsider its current policy, adopting a hybrid approach that blends
elements of its traditional stance with features of its more recent orientation.
While normalization between Saudi Arabia and Israel remains likely, this
hybrid approach will see the kingdom, emphasizing its national interests,
reincorporate consideration of Palestinian rights. Employing a descriptive-
analytical method and the theoretical framework of neoclassical realism, this
article confirms this hypothesis, concluding that although Saudi Arabia’s
policy under King Salman shifted away from the precondition of Palestinian
statehood for normalization, the consequences of the Gaza War spurred
Riyadh to adopt this hybrid course. Specifically, domestic and regional
public opinion—shaped by media portrayals of the Gaza War and
Palestinian suffering—coupled with a renewed perception of Israel as a
threat and the increasing costs of normalization concerning identity and
legitimacy, motivated Riyadh to pursue this approach despite U.S. pressure
to accelerate normalization.
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Representation of Cultural Values in Eastern and Western Video
Games: Case Studies of “Ghost of Tsushima” and “The Witcher
3: Wild Hunt”

Ali Razizadeh?

Abstract
Contemporary digital media studies increasingly recognize video games as
significant platforms for reflecting cultural norms and values, extending
beyond mere entertainment. This research investigates how cultural values
are represented in games originating from Eastern and Western traditions,
focusing on systematic differences in their portrayals. Through a
comparative analysis of “Ghost of Tsushima®“ and “The Witcher 3: Wild
Hunt”, this study examines divergent conceptualizations of fate versus free
will, the relationship between society and the individual, honor and
pragmatism, and constructions of morality. Utilizing a qualitative approach
and interpretive content analysis, data were gathered through literature
review, narrative analysis, and observation of gameplay mechanics, guided
by a four-component conceptual framework. Findings indicate that Ghost of
Tsushima embodies a cultural system emphasizing determinism,
collectivism, traditional honor, and a clear moral dichotomy, while The
Witcher 3 presents individualism, agency, moral pragmatism, and value
relativism. These distinctions reflect the underlying cultural and ethical
structures of Eastern and Western societies, shaping narrative, character
development, and game design.
Keywords: Representation, Video Game, Cultural Values, Eastern Culture,
Ghost of Tsushima, Western Culture, The Witcher 3: Wild
Hunt.
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Barriers to Institutional Synergy between the Islamic Republic of
Iran Broadcasting (IRIB) and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in

Advancing Foreign Policy Objectives
Zeinab Hamzeei', Mohammadgholi Minavand?, Abbas Naseri Taheri®

Abstract

This study investigates the barriers of the institutional-synergy between the
Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting (IRIB) and the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs (MFA) — two strategic bodies that shape the national narrative, conduct
public diplomacy, and manage national and international public opinion.
Employing a qualitative research design based on thematic analysis, data were
gathered through 21 semi-structured interviews with media, diplomatic, and
academic experts and triangulated with official documents from both
organizations. The findings reveal that this lack of synergy stems from a set of
inter-related, multi-layered barriers. The findings indicate that the failure to
achieve synergy between the two organizations results from the interaction of
multiple, multi-layered, and intertwined barriers, which can be classified into
four main categories: structural-institutional barriers, cultural-communicative
barriers, political-factional barriers, and professional-expertise-related barriers.
structural-institutional barriers such as the absence of a joint coordination body
and fragmented decision-making, cultural-communicative barriers including
inherent tensions between media and diplomatic logic and institutional distrust,
political-factional barriers like internal rivalries and managerial instability, and
professional-expertise  barriers encompassing insufficient foreign-policy
knowledge and a lack of professional standards for constructing international
narratives. Overall, the research suggests that the IRIB-MFA disconnect is not a
mere behavioral or incidental problem, but rather a structural, institutional, and
systemic issue generated by the simultaneous and mutually reinforcing
interaction of these four categories of barriers.
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