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1. “To every citizen across this land, I am asking for the honor of your vote. As your president,
I will fight for you every single day with every breath in my body. Together, we will save this
great country that we love...

2. Kamala Harris will do her best to serve all of us,” says Oprah Winfrey

3. How ‘racist’ Trump is wooing Blacks, Muslims, Latinos and Desis?
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1. ... that Donald Trump is deeply racist.

2. Kamala Harris’ awkward chant at Pennsylvania rally mocked on social media ... Some
commenters questioned her ability to lead, with one writing, “She can’t lead a chant. How will
she lead the country?” Others called the moment “unbelievable,” with reactions like, “I can’t
imagine four more years of this cringe” and “I’ve never seen anything so awkward.”
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1. Elon Musk defends Trump, accuses Democrats of ‘hoaxes’ on Joe Rogan podcast. Tech
mogul Elon Musk .....on the Joe Rogan Experience podcast, .... accused the Democratic Party
of hypocrisy and spreading misinformation.

2. Fahrenheit 9/11 director Michael Moore who wrote a blog post last month saying that
former president Donald Trump is “toast” said his confidence in Kamala Harris continues.
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1. Harris, 60, and Trump, 78, remained neck and neck in polls conducted by various media
outlets, with a few projecting a slight edge for the Democratic nominee.

2. We are confident that, regardless of the outcome, our relationship with the US will continue
to grow,’ says EAM S Jaishankar. Jaishankar also credited former US President Donald Trump

with reviving the QUAD alliance in 2017, marking a significant development in Indo-Pacific
cooperation.
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1. Many Indian Americans turning Republican supporters, feels Srilekha Palle of American
Hindu Coalition

Indian Americans have traditionally supported the Democrats but since 2016, when Donald
Trump became President, and after the Covid pandemic, there has been a big change in the
mindset among many members of the community and an increasing number are moving to-
wards the Republicans

2. The founder of lobby group Republican Hindu Coalition (RHC)

3. Trump has made his support clear about atrocities against Hindu minorities in Bangladesh
and in Canada. On the other hand, Harris is Hindu only in her name but has taken stand against
India and Hindus on different issues .Both she and democratic president Joe Biden are sur-
rounded by several advisors who are known for their radical Islamist and anti-Indian stand.
Harris also opposed the Indian government and the Baharatiya Janata Party leadership on the
issue of the revocation of article 370 and the status of Kashmir.
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Resilientce of the IRIB’s Overseas Networks in Sanctions
Atmosphere
Marzieh Hosseini', Hamidreza Hosseini Dana?, Neda Soleimani?®,

Seyyed Jamaluddin Tabibi*

Abstract

The present study examines the resilience of Iran Broadcasting Corporation’s
overseas networks in an environment of sanctions. In the face of rapid tech-
nological developments and increasing international competition, the issue of
network resilience is essential to adapt to these changes in order to increase
engagement with global audiences. Despite numerous studies that have been
conducted in this area, few studies have systematically examined the resil-
ience of cross border networks to disruptions caused by sanctions. This re-
search with the aim of identifying and categorizing indicators related to the
resilience of cross-border networks in the sanctions environment, was con-
ducted with a qualitative approach using a combination of Delphi methods
and content analysis. Data collection was carried out through Semi structured
interviews with 10 experts, scholars and managers of the Cross border Depu-
ty through purposive sampling. To identify themes in the interview text and
categorize types of resilience, the theoretical framework of Lovedge, Steiner,
Wegos, and Sutcliffe and the six-step thematic analysis method of Braun and
Clarke were used, and the MaxQDA software tool was utilized. The findings
show that three categories of cognitive, emotional-value, and behavioral resil-
ience are needed for the resilience of the Islamic Republic of Iran’s cross-bor-
der networks in the sanctions environment, which have been neglected so
far. Also, to achieve appropriate resilience in an environment of economic
sanctions, one must acquire the necessary knowledge and cognitive skills and
use of new media technologies.

Keywords: Resilience, international media, Cross border Networks, the
Condition of Sanctions
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A Comparative Study of Saudi Arabia’s Foreign Policy towards (3
the First and Second Taliban Regimes in Afghanistan

Esmaeil Bagheri', Ahmad Zarean? Behzad Ghasemi’
Abstract

Saudi Arabia is a key player in West and South Asia due to its ancient history,
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the holy sites of Mecca and Medina, oil reserves, ties with the United States,
and political-ideological influence. The country’s foreign policy towards Af-
ghanistan, especially the Taliban, is influenced by internal and external factors
and requires careful management of media narratives. Saudi Arabia recog-
nized the Taliban government with close relations during its first rule (1996-
2001), but has refused to officially recognize it after the Taliban returned in
2021. This article examines what Saudi Arabia’s policy towards the two Tali-
ban regimes was and what factors influenced it. How has this situation been
represented in the media space? Using realism (for political-security actions)
and constructivism (for identity-belief analysis) theories, and a comparative
and qualitative-analytical method, the research shows that in the first period,
shared identity and norms (Salafi-Wahhabi) strengthened relations, and Saudi
media (such as Al-Arabiya) justified it. However, in the second period, real-
istic considerations (national interests, competition with Qatar and Iran, and
global pressures) led to a cautious approach. Saudi media have presented a
responsible image of Riyadh by avoiding controversial words and emphasizing
humanitarian diplomacy. Saudi Arabia has avoided recognizing the Taliban by
maintaining limited contacts and focusing on the war of narratives to maintain

its international image.

Keywords: Saudi Arabia, Taliban government, foreign policy, realism,

constructivism, public diplomacy, media representation.
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The Potentials of Iranian Drama Productions to Appear in
Russian Media: Opportunities and Challenges
Marzieh Moradi'

Abstract

In the contemporary era, media play a pivotal role in shaping the cultural and
identity narratives of nations. Iran and Russia, with a long-standing history
of cultural exchange, are currently experiencing notable transformations in
the ways information is disseminated and consumed by their respective audi-
ences. This article explores the potential for the presence of Persian-language
dramas in Russian media and provides a comprehensive analysis of the op-
portunities and challenges involved in the production and dissemination of
Iranian cultural content within this market. The principal research question
addressed is: “How can Persian dramas, by leveraging the capacities of Rus-
sian media and aligning with local cultural policies and audience preferences,
serve as an effective instrument of Iran’s cultural diplomacy?” Drawing upon
the theoretical frameworks of media diplomacy and media glocalization, the
study begins by reviewing relevant literature and previous research concern-
ing the cultural representation of Iran in international media, highlighting a
significant gap in scholarly attention to Persian-language dramas within the
Russian media landscape. Employing a descriptive-analytical methodology,
this study examines Russian media policies, audience preferences, and content
structures, while analyzing the obstacles associated with integrating non-Rus-
sian content into domestic platforms. The findings of this study indicate that
the existing capacities of Russian media—including broad coverage, advanced
broadcasting technologies, and strong communication networks—can serve
as an effective platform for presenting Iranian cultural and performing con-
tent. However, certain limitations, such as content policies driven by national
interests create challenges for the proper reception and accurate representa-
tion of Iranian culture. Finally, the article provides practical recommendations
for the production and adaptation of Persian-language performing content.

Keywords: Media, Screen productions, Iran, Russia, Media Diplomacy

1. PhD Student in Russian Studies, Faculty of World Studies, University of Tehran, Tehran,
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Representation of Women in BBC Persian’s “ One Hundred

<,

Women” Program -

Somayeh Noori Nejad' g

Abstract ©
This study aims to identify the patterns of women’s representation in BBC Sz)

>«

Persian’s “100 Women” special programs, examining the role of international
media in shaping public perceptions of gender issues. Media, by focusing on
specific representation patterns, influence cultural and social narratives, im-
pacting the identity of audiences, particularly young women. The main issue
of this research is the lack of comprehensive and systematic analysis of these
patterns in the mentioned programs, which may lead to an incomplete under-
standing of media’s impact on public opinion. International media outlets like
BBC may employ targeted strategies to present one-sided narratives that do
not align with local cultural values. The study seeks to identify the representa-
tion patterns of Iranian and global women and analyze the media tools used
in this process. A qualitative content analysis with an inductive approach was
employed, analyzing 12 selected episodes based on thematic diversity and the
presence of Iranian and global women, using MAXQDA software. The analy-
sis involved open, axial, and categorical coding. Findings revealed that Irani-
an women are primarily portrayed within the frameworks of legal challenges
(8 episodes), economic inequality (5 episodes), and familial pressures (6 epi-
sodes), presenting a negative image, while Western women are depicted posi-
tively, emphasizing professional success (4 episodes) and individual autonomy
(3 episodes). Media tools such as framing, agenda-setting, and visual semiotics
play a key role in this process. The study emphasizes the need for producing
local content and enhancing media literacy to counter biased narratives and
preserve Iranian women’s identity, providing a foundation for future research

in Islamic societies.

Keywords: Media representation, Iranian women, BBC Persian, framing,
agenda-setting

1. Assistant Professor, Department of Art, Payame Noor University, Tehran, Iran .



TON ‘6 "TOA <

301 @ International Media Research Letters

The Governmental and Policy-making Implications of Reli-
gious Theme Parks and Spaces with an Emphasis on Media
Aspects: A Comparative Study of Islam, Christianity, and
Judaism
Mohammad Mahdi Zolfagharzadeh Kermani', Amir Hossein Mohit>

Abstract

Religious theme parks and sites, functioning as a form of media, present narra-
tives of religious concepts and events. This fusion of religion, art, and technol-
ogy serves epistemic, cultural, social, tourism, economic, political, and gov-
ernance-related functions. The first examples in the modern context emerged
around the 17th century, inspired by the biblical notion of the “Holy Land”
Despite being mentioned in media and research literature for four decades,
the field has been recognized as a distinct research subject only in the last 10
years. This study aims to introduce these areas and highlight the necessity of
attention to them by elucidating the most important governance-related im-
plications. After identifying more than 15 cases, a qualitative analysis of the
related scholarly and media literature is undertaken from a governance and
policy perspective. Issues covered in relation to discourse elements, religious
tourism, archaeological activities, and certain military actions highlight the
significance of the Israeli regime beyond Judaism and Christianity in this re-
gard. Apart from that, the implications in the Christian context, despite re-
duced prominence in recent years, include some institutional support, with an
emphasis on the “Holy Land,” and the story of Noah’s Ark. In Islam, some cases
are marked by common religious themes, while others are characterized by
military-related spiritual symbols. However, a disregard for important projects

and strategic ideas is evident in the Islamic setting.

Keywords: Governance, Media, Religious theme parks, Christianity, Juda-

ism, Islam
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Desirable Processes in News Coverage of the Resistance Front
Morteza Ghorbani', Majid Shirinabadi Farahani’, Iman Alimohammadi’,
Amin Farrokhi haghighat*

Abstract

The news coverage of the Resistance Front plays a crucial role in shaping public
opinion toward the ideology of the Islamic Revolution, and resistance journal-
ism is considered a novel genre in contrast to peace journalism. The purpose of
this study is to identify and formulate the optimal processes for news covering
the Resistance Front. To achieve this, data were collected through a qualitative
research method and in-depth interviews with experts in communication and
news. The interviewees were selected using purposive sampling and a snowball
approach, drawn from communication scholars, news editors in editorial offices,
and field reporters specializing in this area. Following the extraction of subcate-
gories and their classification into various categories, the attributes of conviction,
spirituality, ethics, professionalism, culture and language, knowledge, communi-
cation, appearance, gender, and life issues were grouped under the core catego-
ry of individual indicators. The core category of organizational indicators was
dedicated to the characteristics of media managers and officials, policy-making,
and administrative structures. Image, audio, and editing features were included
in the core category of formal indicators. In contrast, general features, news val-
ues, news format, framing, censorship, control or deception, coverage of defeats,
and word creation were placed under the core category of content indicators.
Accordingly, the optimal processes in news covering the Resistance Front com-
prise both inherent and acquired qualities, framed within the broader policies
and aspirations of the Islamic Revolution and formulated in accordance with
media norms. Based on the findings of this research, ensuring a professional and
well-trained workforce—from field reporters to editors and decision-makers—is
essential for effectively news covering the Resistance Front.

Keywords: News Coverage, Resistance Front, IRIB (Islamic Republic of

Iran Broadcasting)
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303 (P International Media Research Letters

A Content Analysis of News Coverage of 2024 US Presiden-
tial Election in the Indian newspaper “The Times of India”
Hamideh Molaei!

Abstract

The primary objective of this paper is to investigate the modality of news cov-
erage of Indian media from 2024 presidential elections in the United States.
The focus of the study is particularly on the agenda setting of the candidates
and events related to the elections in the Times of India as one of the most
significant and most circulated English nationwide newspapers in India. The
main theoretical framework of the article is Agenda setting theory and the
main method of conducting this research is content analysis. In total, 113 news
items were gathered to be analyzed. The results of the study showed that the
agenda setting of Times of India news regarding the US election in terms of the
rate of news coverage and the orientation of news in terms of being positive,
negative and neutral were in favor of Donald Trump, the Republican candi-
date. It means that not only the number of whole news allocated to Trump
was more than the news that allocated to Harris, but also the rate of positive
news regarding Donald Trump was higher than positive news regarding Har-
ris. Analysis of the news regarding horse race framing showed that the rate
of news that predicted the victory of Trump in elections were more than the
number of the same kind of news for Harris. Finally, the results were signifi-
cant by considering the point that there were no significant intermedia agenda

setting in the coverage of US elections by Times of India.

Keywords: US elections; agenda setting; content analysis; Donald Trump;

Kamala Harris
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Media Imperatives Regarding the Iran-Russia Strategic
Treaty
Jahandar Amiri', Ebrahim Fathi?

Abstract

The main objective of this research is to examine the various dimensions of
representation of this agreement in different media and the imperatives of how
to address it in the mass media of the Islamic Republic of Iran, particularly in
international media. The aforementioned agreement is considered a key doc-
ument with significant political, economic, military, and cultural dimensions.
To analyze this issue, a qualitative content analysis method with a documenta-
ry study and in-depth interview technique has been used. The findings show
that most domestic media have introduced this agreement as a successful dip-
lomatic and economic achievement, emphasizing the strengthening of rela-
tions between the two countries in the face of external pressures. In contrast,
critical media have examined the different dimensions of the agreement in
more detail and challenged the dependence on Russia. Moreover, Western me-
dia have analyzed this agreement as a threat to American interests and its allies
in the Middle East. The results of this research emphasize the importance of
observing media imperatives, including a detailed analysis of news content,
presenting different perspectives, and avoiding sensationalism, and highlight
the crucial role of media in shaping public understanding and influencing pol-
icy-making.

Keywords: Media Imperatives, Strategic Agreement, Iran, Russia
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A Discourse Analysis of News Translation Based on The Discursive -His-
torical Approach of Reisigl and Vodak; Case Study: Representation of the

Nuclear Positions of The Islamic Republic of Iran in Al-Wefaq Magazine

Mahdiye Forumadiyan', Morteza Zare Beromi*

Abstract
The role of translation in news writing is specific and is usually limited to
transferring quotes/ positions. However, when a translation of a quotation is
made and enters the media system and is made available to users, it can be
established and accepted as quoted speech; Therefore, the role of translation in
the media is influential despite its limited scope. However, the present study
focuses on conventional translation practices in news media that provide
news content and, in a case study, considers discourse analysis of the trans-
lation techniques of the nuclear positions of Ayatollah Sayyed Ali Khamenei,
the Supreme Leader of the Islamic Revolution, and Hasan Rouhani, the for-
mer President, in Al-Vefaq newspaper. Discourse analysis of the translation
of the aforementioned positions, considering the historical, political, and so-
cial contexts of the production and expression of discourses, as well as the
situational contexts of nuclear quotations, necessitates the application of a
discursive-historical approach. Within the framework of the aforementioned
approach, Reisigl and Wedak have mentioned nomination, predication, argu-
mentation, perspectivisation, and mitigation and intensification strategies, as
well as the linguistic tools attributed to each. Each of these strategies focuses
on analyzing a portion of the discourse-based positions of social activists. The
research method is descriptive-analytic with a non-confrontational translation
approach. The results showed that nomination, predication, argumentation
strategies in the translated positions of the cited actors, like their positions in
Persian, are primary, and other strategies, namely, perspectivisation, and miti-
gation and intensification are lateral.
Keywords: Media, Translation, Discourse Analysis, Al-Vefaq [Newspaper],
Nuclear Positions, Reisigl and Wedak
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An Analysis of the Functions of Cyberspace in Promoting
Sustainable Development of International Relations
Mahdi Haji Ahmadi', Nazanin Malikian?
Abstract

In the contemporary world, cyberspace, as a non-territorial domain, plays a
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prominent role in international relations. This study aims to investigate the im-
pact of cyberspace on the sustainable development of international relations,
employing an analytical-critical approach and a mixed-methods research design.
In the qualitative phase, the functions of cyberspace were identified through the
Delphi method with a panel of 30 experts. In the quantitative phase, these func-
tions were assessed via a questionnaire administered to 384 specialists, and the
data were analyzed using factor analysis and regression models . Findings indi-
cated that three primary functions—economic, social, and environmental—were
identified, all of which have a significant impact on the sustainable development
of international relations. However, the economic function exhibited the highest
degree of influence, followed by the other two functions. Furthermore, chal-
lenges such as the digital divide and information security were identified as key
barriers. Results, derived from analyzing these findings through the theoretical
framework, reveal that the dominance of the economic dimension suggests that
cyberspace, rather than being a platform for balanced development, currently
operates under the logic of the “network society,” where capital flows are prior-
itized over social interactions and environmental considerations. Accordingly,
cyberspace acts as both a convergent force (in the economic sphere) and a di-
vergent one (by exacerbating social inequalities). Realizing its full potential for
sustainable development necessitates proactive policymaking to manage these

challenges and strengthen its social and environmental dimensions.

Keywords: Virtual Space, International Relations, Sustainable Develop-
ment, Social Networks
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