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1. SDGs
2. The Sustainable Development Goals 2023.
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6. The Maputo Declaration, available at:
https://en.unesco.org/sites/default/files/maputo_declaration.pdf
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1. Brishane Declaration: Freedom of Information, The Right to Know.

2. The Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.
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4. Report of the Special Rapporteur on the Promotion and Protection of the Right to Freedom

of Opinion and Expression, UNGA, 68th Sess, A/68/362, 4 September 2013.
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5. Resolution adopted by UN General Assembly Resolution on, 18 Dec2020, 75/101-A on
Information in the service of humanity (A/RES/75/101 A).
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1. Gauthier v Canada, Communication No 633/1995, UN Doc CCPR/C/65/D/633/1995, 5
May 1999, at para 13.6. [Gauthier]
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1. UN Plan of Action on the Safety of Journalists and the Issue of Impunity.
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3. Reporters Without Borders (RSF).
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1. Resolution 1738, Adopted by the Security Council at its 5613th meeting, on 23 December
2006, S/RES/1738.

2. Resolution 2222, Adopted by the Security Council at its 7450th meeting, on 27 May 2015,
SIRES/2222.
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impunity (196 EX/31).
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3. UNESCO 206th Executive Board Decision on the safety of journalists and the issue of
impunity (206 EX/Decision 5.1.B).
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1. UNESCO 202nd Executive Board Decision on the progress report on safety of journalists
and the issue of impunity (202 EX/Decision 5.1.K).
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2. UNESCO Executive Board Decision on Safety of Journalists and the Issue of Impunity
(211 EX/5. 1. G).
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3. Resolution adopted by the General Assembly on 18 December 2019, The safety of
journalists and the issue of impunity, A/RES/74/157.
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1. UNESCO 201st Executive Board Decision on the safety of journalists and the issue of
impunity (201 EX/Decision 5.1.1).
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3. UNESCO Intergovernmental Council of the IPDC Decision (CI-20/Council.32/9) on the

Director-General's Report on the Safety of Journalists and the Danger of Impunity (Cl-
20/Council.32/9).
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4. Resolution adopted by the Human Rights Council on 13 July 2021, The promotion,
protection and enjoyment of human rights on the Internet, A/AHRC/RES/47/16.
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Media and War: Analysis of the News Content of the Virtual Pages
of Iran International TV about the 2023 October War between Palestine
and Israel

Saeid Khalkhali' Fatemeh birjandi?

Abstract

In the media age, news is not only a reflection of reality, but also a strategic
tool for influencing public opinion and directing discourses at the national
and transnational levels. Accordingly, the concept of "media war" as a sub-
branch of soft war has gained special importance in political and security
communication studies. The present study aimed to analyze the content of
news published on the virtual pages of Iran International Television about
the 2023 war between Palestine and Israel. The theoretical framework of this
study was based on the theory of framing and the theory of media
imperialism. The research method is qualitative content analysis, and the
statistical population includes 122 news titles from the period of October 7
to November 7, 2023 from Iran International's Telegram, Instagram, and
Twitter channels. The data were analyzed using open and axial coding, as a
result of which 76 subcategories, 17 main categories, and one superconcept
were extracted. The findings show that Iran International has attempted to
weaken the discourse of resistance and strengthen the discourse of Israel’s
legitimate defense by highlighting Hamas’ role as the initiator of the war,
ignoring the historical context of the Palestinian conflict, and presenting a
violent and terrorist image of this group. Also, by emphasizing Iran’s role in
supporting Hamas, this media outlet has attempted to present a belligerent
image of the Islamic Republic of Iran. This research reveals more hidden
dimensions of transnational media psychological operations.

Keywords: Media and War, Qualitative Content Analysis, lIran
International, 2023War, Palestine, Israel
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The Leadership Style of Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah, Secretary General of
Hezbollah in Lebanon, in Dealing with a Supportive Audience

Zahed Ghaffari Hashjin?, Raziyeh Babaee?

Abstract

This article aims to understand the leadership style of Martyr Nasrallah, the
Secretary General of Hezbollah in Lebanon, in dealing with supporters in his
Eid al-Tahrir speeches (celebrating the liberation of southern Lebanon) from
2000 to 2018, based on Joseph Nye's theory of "leadership power"”. This
article seeks to answer the question of what Martyr Nasrallah's leadership
style was in dealing with a supportive audience, according to Nye's
components of leadership power? The method used to find the answer to this
guestion is a qualitative documentary-analytical method, and the data were
collected using a questionnaire. The findings of the research have shown that
Martyr Nasrallah used a combination of two leadership styles,
"transactional™ and "inspirational”, in his Eid al-Tahrir speeches in dealing
with a supportive audience, in accordance with their environmental
conditions. His transactional leadership, utilizing two skills of
"organizational and political”, and his inspirational leadership, utilizing three
skills of "emotional intelligence, communication and vision" as well as
utilizing "environmental intelligence" have emerged in dealing with the fan
audience. He has used more soft power and inspirational leadership style in
dealing with the fans.

Keywords: Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah, Supportive audience, soft power,
hard power, inspirational leadership, transactional leadership
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The Importance of Maintaining balance in News Translation: A Review
of Arabic Translations of News Articles Published by Iranian News
Agencies

Hatef Pourrashidi®, Meisam Irani?

Abstract

News translation has been a crucial element in news production since the
emergence of modern journalism in the mid-nineteenth century, and has also
been a consideration in Iran. However, the main issue in translating Persian
news into other languages is the failure to adhere to the frameworks of the
target language in these translations. The primary reason for these challenges
is the lack of adherence to correct translation principles and the styles and
structures of the Arabic language, which can be explored within the
framework of the theory of balance in translation. This article aims to
examine the achievement of balance in translating Persian news into Arabic
in the leading news agencies of the country. To accomplish this, 20
translated news articles from IRNA and ISNA news agencies were assessed
for adherence to Arabic language grammar, use of appropriate vocabulary
and phrases, and sentence structures suitable for Arab speakers using
gualitative content analysis. The findings reveal that the omission of certain
words in translation without justification has distorted the original news
meaning. Additionally, the translated news articles exhibit issues with
sentences that are unfamiliar to Arabic-speaking audiences, stemming from
incorrect word choices, lack of consideration for text and news context,
morphological and syntactic errors, translation of words without regard for
verbal similarities, and neglect of Arab writers' sentence structure methods.

Keywords: Theory of Balance in Translation, Arabic News Translation,
IRNA, ISNA
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The Functions of Social Media in the Media Diplomacy of the Islamic
Republic of Iran

Vahid Khashei®, Mansoureh Akhavan?®

Abstract

After the end of the Cold War and the introduction of diplomacy of different
countries in the open space, the media was used as an official tool of the
foreign policy system to achieve diplomatic goals. This intersection of media
and diplomacy led to the development of the concept of media diplomacy.
With the emergence of Web 2.0 and social media, which led to the direct
presence of diplomats, it also transformed the approaches of media
diplomacy. The study of media diplomacy in social media will lead to the
development of a suitable plan in this field. This research aims to identify
the functions of social media in the media diplomacy of the Islamic Republic
of Iran. So far, media diplomacy, identifying these functions can help to plan
correctly in the government’s media diplomacy. In this research, the
Thematic analysis method was used and the data was obtained from
interviews with experts in the field of diplomacy and social media. An open
interview was conducted with 12 experts in the field of media diplomacy,
diplomacy and social media. With eight interviews, the research was
theoretically sufficient and completed with four more interviews. There were
three data analysis steps, and from these coding, eight concepts were
extracted, which determined the functions of social media in the media
diplomacy of the Islamic Republic of Iran. These functions include public
opinion management, social participation in diplomacy, diplomacy without
mediation by the media, elite decision making, evaluation, monitoring,
informing and grounding with less risk.

Keywords: Media Diplomacy, Social Media, Thematic analysis, Foreign
policy
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Visual Metaphors in Political Cartoons on the Gaza War

Amin Farokhi Haghighat', Fatemeh Azimifard?

Abstract

In today's world, where the importance of creating and recreating media
images is increasing, political cartoons are considered as a global tool for
dialogue between governments and nations, while also reflecting society's
response to political events at both national and international levels. The war
and humanitarian disaster in Gaza is a topic that has received widespread
coverage in global media, particularly in Western and Eastern outlets,
despite the support of Western governments for Israel. This article aims to
gualitatively analyze selected Western and Eastern cartoons using
conceptual and visual metaphors within the framework of cognitive
linguistics, as well as the concept of anchorage in Barthes' semiotics. The
findings indicate that the creators of political cartoons emphasize the
indifference of the United States and the international community towards
the disasters in Gaza. Key metaphors identified in the analyzed cartoons
include: "The supporters of the crime remain silent,” "The war is a
deadlock,"” "War is destruction,” "The United Nations is powerless," "The
U.S. supports Israel,” "Hamas/resistance stands firm," "Netanyahu is a child-
killer," and "The U.S. is blind." The conceptual metonymy of "person
representing a  country/state” and  "place  representing an
organization/institution” was also observed in the cartoons. Additionally,
instances of deductive reasoning were noted.

Keywords: Political cartoon, Gaza war, conceptual and visual
metaphor, anchorage

1. Master of Media Management, Department of Media Management, Faculty of
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Representation of American Public Diplomacy from the East in Digital
Gaming: A Case Study of Call of Duty

Farzaneh Sharifit

Abstract

After the September 11th incident, a widespread wave of unrealistic
representations of the Middle East and Islam was created in the world media.
In the meantime, digital games were among the media that, at the same time
as entering the new era of representation, introduced the East as an otherness
to audiences around the world. The main question of the present study is
how the East as a subject is represented in the gaming media? Therefore, we
studied the most important ideological and representational game, which was
based on a true narrative of the last two decades of American wars in the
Middle East, to explore how the East is represented in this game.

Keywords: Digital games, Call of Duty, Public diplomacy, cultural
misrepresentation, cultural domination

1. Assistant Professor, Department of Communication Sciences, Soore International
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From Identity to Discourse: An Analysis of Iran's Media Diplomacy in
Italy

Mohammad Razmgah?, Kamal Akbari?

Abstract

Media diplomacy is one of the key tools of soft power in shaping a country’s
international image and advancing its foreign policy. Iran’s media
interactions in Italy hold particular significance, as Italy is an influential
member of the European Union with deep cultural and historical ties to Iran.
However, challenges such as media concentration, dominant Western
narratives, and an information gap have complicated Iran’s media diplomacy
efforts. This study, employing constructivist theory, examines the impact of
norms, identity, and cultural discourses on Iran’s media diplomacy in Italy.
The research follows a qualitative methodology based on thematic analysis,
with data collected through in-depth interviews with 14 experts in media,
diplomacy, and culture. Findings indicate that Iran’s media diplomacy in
Italy benefits from capacities such as historical and cultural ties, diverse
media platforms, and multilingual content production. However, it also faces
challenges, including a structural crisis in the media sector, religious
convergence within the media landscape, limited access to influential media,
and one-sided narratives. Additionally, 90% of interviewees emphasized the
importance of cultural and artistic events. The key findings of the study
highlight the structural crisis in media, the role of religious convergence, the
need for increased media engagement between Iran and ltaly, the expansion
of academic exchanges, and the enhancement of digital presence and
targeted advertising in Italy.

Keywords: Media diplomacy, Iran, Italy, soft power, thematic analysis,
cultural relations
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Examining the Components of the Failure of the Islamic Republic of
Iran's Cultural Diplomacy with Emphasis on the Capacities of
Handicrafts

Mahdi Moniri*, Sayed Reza Salehi Amiri?, Abouzar Ebrahimi Torkaman®

Abstract

This research aims to identify the reasons for the failure of cultural
diplomacy with an emphasis on handicrafts. The question that is to be
answered in this research is why the capacities of Iranian handicrafts, despite
their diversity, quality and originality, have not played an effective role in
the success of cultural diplomacy at the international level? The research
method is qualitative and with a descriptive phenomenological approach.
Data collection was carried out through semi-in-depth interviews and a
researcher-made questionnaire. The statistical population of this research is
divided into two groups. The first group consists of experts in the field of
cultural and international relations and the second group consists of artisans
and handicraft exporters who have been selected purposefully. The results of
this research indicate that four groups of factors have played a role in the
ineffectiveness of handicrafts in promoting cultural diplomacy in the Islamic
Republic of Iran. Structural and management problems, economic problems,
international problems and finally the indifference of officials to the
category of culture and its derivatives. The lack of a national perspective on
cultural diplomacy and its importance in international interactions, as well as
numerous problems in the production and export of handicrafts, have led to
the ineffectiveness of the components of cultural diplomacy in the foreign
policy, regional and international relations of the Republic of Iran.

Keywords: Culture, Cultural Diplomacy, Handicrafts, International
Relations
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The Rights of Journalists in Peacetime with a Glance at Some of the
Most Important United Nations Documents

Kian Biglarbeigi®, Sara Solhchi?, Mohammad Ali Solhchi®

Abstract

The basic foundations of the press, often referred to as the fourth pillar of
democracy, are journalists. These individuals exercise one of the recognized
human rights: the right to free access to information. Journalists make people
aware of duties and errors through correct, clear, and accurate information
about the performance of officials. Therefore, if the freedom of the press is
upheld, they can take effective steps towards the progress and development
of society. Attention to the rights of journalists according to international
documents has provided valuable legal and ethical tools to guarantee these
rights worldwide and support freedom of expression and independent
information. In this regard, several activities have been carried out within the
framework of the United Nations. However, journalists have always faced
frequent issues, and their rights have been violated. Therefore, the question
of the current research is: what rights do journalists have under the
framework of United Nations documents during peacetime? To answer this
guestion, the descriptive-analytical method and the method of collecting
information in the form of a library have been used. The findings of the
research show that to guarantee the rights and freedoms of journalists, it is
very important to cooperate more actively with the United Nations and
comply with related documents. These measures can prevent violations of
journalists' rights, support them in the face of restrictions and threats, and
facilitate their professional activities.

Keywords: Journalists, Freedom of Expression, Right to Free Access to
Information, Human Rights, United Nations
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Comparative analysis of News Coverage of Missile Attacks by Terrorist
Groups in Iran and Pakistan (Case study: Fars News Agency,
KhabarFoori, BBC Persian and Iran International)

Iman Maleki', Ahnmadreza Asgharpourmasouleh?

Abstract

The initial news coverage of events is of great importance because it affects
the understanding and intellectual background of the audience towards the
events and also indicates the direction and policies of the media. Using
guantitative and qualitative content analysis, this study has examined and
compared the news published in four Persian-language media during the first
four days of news coverage of Iran and Pakistan's missile attacks on terrorist
groups. The investigated media include Fars News Agency, Khabar Fori,
BBC Farsi, and Iran International. The analyses focused on the number,
format, and type of news as well as biases in the news of these Telegram
channels. The results of this study show that the domestic media, namely
Fars news agency and Khabar Fori, tend to show the friendly and
cooperative aspects between Iran and Pakistan. On the other hand, foreign
media such as BBC Persian and Iran International emphasize the tension-
causing elements and differences between the two countries. These
differences in news coverage reflect the different policies and goals of the
media in presenting news and show how each media tries to reach its
audience. to impress and convey a certain point of view to them.

Keywords: News coverage,lran, Pakistan,Persian language media,
missile attack
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A Comparative Analysis of Images of Call to Prayer (Adhan) on Iranian
and Saudi TV (Case Study: The Sahar Azeri TV in Iran and the KSA
TV in Saudi Arabia)

Bashir Motamedi'

Abstract

This research seeks to investigate the way in which religious concepts is
visually represented. “Adhan” was selected from a variety of religious TV
broadcast for this research, because it is entirely based on “words,” which
raises the question of what visuals are accompanied by this sound on TV in
order to present its religious concepts. Also, the visual analysis of the call to
prayer in Iran and Saudi Arabia can be compared to ascertain which visual
representations of the call to prayer have been able to more effectively
convey the religious concepts through videos. In other words, which of the
two Shia and Sunni religions more appropriately visualize the Islamic
concepts of the call to prayer in the form of a TV show? This research
employs the “visual semiotics” method and analyzes and compares the calls
to prayer broadcast on Sahar Azeri TV from Iran and the call to prayer of
KSA TV from Saudi Arabia. From the comparison of the two calls to prayer,
it can be concluded that comparing the way religious concepts is represented
in the form of the call to prayer, despite some similarities in the symbols, in
terms of other characteristics of the video such as colors, visual movement
and Islamic symbols, Iranian TV is more successful. This discrepancy can be
attributed to the history of visual arts in ancient Iran and the Islamic period,
as well as the mystical approach to religion among Iranian Shiites and the
connection between mysticism and imagination as well as image.

Keywords: Religion, TV, Visual, Call to Prayer, Iran, Saudi Arabia
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