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2. Convention Relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, 1949
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4. International Criminal Court

5. Central Intelligence Agency
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1. United Nations Convention Against Torture, UNCAT
2. Statute of the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda
3. Statute for the Special Court for Sierra Leone
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1. Statute of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, 1993,
Article 2 (9)
2. International Committee of the Red Cross
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. Index Human Development (HDI)

. Gross national income (GNI) per capita

. Mean years of school

. Life expectancy at birth

. Gender Inequality Index

. Gender Development Index

. Proportion of seats held by women in national
. Corruption Perceptions Index

. Democracy Index

0. Human Development Index
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Analyzing the Situation of the "Communication Ecosystem™
in lIraq
Hadi Ghiasi Fatehabadi', Mohammad Reza Borzoi®
Abstract

Iraq is one of the developing and influential countries in West Asia.
Due to the geopolitical situation of this country in transition, a special
media and communication space has been created in it. This article
aims to analyze the "communication ecosystem" of Iragq and seeks to
explain the three aspects of the communication ecosystem, namely the
development of communication technology in lIraq, the fit of Iraqi
communication norms with an efficient government and mass
messages in this country. Also, it is based on the theory of
communication ecosystem with descriptive-analytical method.
According to the findings of this article, the Iragi media sphere,
despite its appropriate geopolitical capabilities, has not been able to
provide acceptable functions. Based on statistics, communication
technology in this country has not developed significantly,
communication and media norms are not commensurate with effective
governance, and the massive Islamic messages, despite the country's
special religious capacities, are considered minor due to religious and
ethnic divisions. In general, it can be said that Iraq is at the beginning
of the path to the realization of its desired communication ecosystem.

Keywords: Iragq, the Communication Ecosystem, the Media
Atmosphere, Ethnic and Religious Divisions.
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US Security Policy on Regional Crisis Management (1991-2015)

and Proposing Media Approaches
Ahmad Jansiz*, Saeed Pirmohammadi®

Abstract

The crisis management approach is one of the tools of U.S. foreign
policy that is used to serve the country's national interests and
fundamental values in the regional geopolitical issues. Accordingly,
the present paper seeks to answer this fundamental question: What
logic and approach the United States has used in its security policy in
managing regional crisis in the post-Cold War era? To answer this
question, "chaos theory" and descriptive-analytical method have been
used through library resources. The findings suggest that the U.S.
crisis management model in dealing with regional developments and
dynamics can be considered as a function of the overall trend of crisis
management in the U.S. foreign and security policy. The United States
uses a variety of mechanisms to consolidate hegemonic dominance
over regional security environments. In this regard, levers such as pre-
emptive operation, proxy wars, alliances with NATO and regional
actors and balancing can be mentioned. The United States is also
using a chaotic strategy with the help of its regional allies, such as
Saudi Arabia, to control Iran's activism and limit its regional policies
in West Asia.

Keywords: America, Regional Crisis Management, West Asia, Proxy
War, Iran Containment, IRIB World Service.

1. Associate Professor of Political Sciences and International Relations, University
of Guilan, Guilan, Iran.
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Analyzing the Representation of the 2019 Iran's Spring Flood
in Arab Media

Abouzar khoshbayan®, Mohammad shahbazi soltani®, Mehdi mohseni®

Abstract

In critical situations, the need for information and awareness of
environmental conditions for the audience increases more than ever.
Due to the flood in the spring of 2019, various media outlets used this
platform to direct public opinion. This study attempts to examine the
efforts of foreign Arab media in the Southwest Asian region, which
focuses on Iranian Arabic audiences, using a public diplomacy
approach. To achieve this goal, the researchers used all news reports
published in six Arabic-language media outlets (including Al-Sharq
al-Awsat, Al-Arabiya, and the so-called Al-Ahwazana and Al-Ahwaz
TV) between February 17 and April 30, 2019 (a total of 108 news
reports), with using inductive qualitative content analysis method. The
results of this study were divided into four general categories:
"inciting ethnic divisions, inciting religious divisions, inducing
impairment of independence and national security, and discrediting
the governance performance in flood crisis.”" In general, it can be
analyzed that the effort and goal of these media are to delegitimize the
Islamic Republic of Iran's political system. This study also showed
that the mentioned media with public diplomacy approach seek to
persuade audiences into radical confrontation with the ruling system
in Iran.

Keywords: Arab Foreign Media, 2019 Iran's Flood, Representation,
Crisis, Public Diplomacy.
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Challenges of Turkish-American Relations during the Trump Era
and Suggestions for Media Coverage
Nouradin Akbari', Aliasghar Ghasemi Siani’

Abstract

Relations between Turkey and the United States underwent changes
during the current era of Republican rule under the leadership of
Trump, which has paved the way for crises in relations between the
two countries. In the framework of Neo-Realist theory and using a
descriptive-analytical method, this article examines the crises and
challenges in relations between the two countries during the Trump
era and the impact of these obstacles on Ankara-Washington relations.
Findings show that the challenges of relations between the two
countries in the period under study can be formulated and explained at
three levels: domestic, regional and international. Issues such as the
People's Bank, Khashgechi's murder case, Branson trial, buy S-400
missile by Turkey, US role in July 15, 2016 coup, spreading anti-
American sentiment in Turkey and also Trump and Erdogan's
psychological and personality traits at domestic level, the Syrian crisis
and the issue of the Deal of the Century at the regional level, and
Turkey's convergence with Iran and Russia and the fight against ISIS
at the international level are among the most important differences
between the two countries. Of course, in general, given the nature of
Turkish-American relations and their common interests, it can be said
that such differences cannot even in the short term lead to the
severance of relations between the two political entities.

Keywords: US, Turkey, President Trump, West Asia, IRIB World
Service.
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An Analysis of Saudi Arabia's Military Invasion to Yemen from
the Prespective of Islamic Humanitarian Law
and Presenting Media Approaches
Behzad Seify*
Abstract
Saudi Arabia launched a military aggression on Yemen in the form of
airstrikes and then in full force under "Operation Decisive Storm™ on
March 25, 2015, and finally it involved the Muslim world. Islamic
humanitarian law has always sought to minimize the effects of war
during bloody wars through forcing Muslim commanders and soldiers
to observe humane behavior and carry out religious orders. These
rules are not only applicable in Saudi Arabia's armed conflict against
Yemen as two Islamic countries, but also as an Islamic obligation for
them. Accordingly, the main question of this article is as follows; how
the rules of Islamic humanitarian law were violated in the Saudi
aggression on Yemen. The research method was descriptive-analytical
and the data collection technique was library-documentary. The
results of the study prove the repeated violations of Islamic
humanitarian law by the Riyadh government and the Saudi coalition in
the war against Yemen.
It is suggested that the IRIB World Service produce and broadcast
more special programs in this regard than before in order to turn this
issue into a religious and Islamic demand for the Islamic world.

Keywords: Islamic Humanitarian Law, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Military
Aggression, IRIB World Service.
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Media Representation of Russia-Iran Cooperation in Syrian
Crisis in the Reformist Newspapers:

Case Study of "Shargh newspaper"
Mohammad Hossein Jamshidi*, Monireh Nooriyan?

Abstract

From January 2011, Syria became involved in the war against
members and supporters of Takfiri terrorism. The way of media
processing to lran-Russia cooperation in Syria crisis is fundamental
for audiences and civil and non-civil activists in Iran and abroad. So,
this article seeks to answer the question of how Shargh newspaper, as
a reformist media represents Iran-Russia cooperation in Syria crisis.
The methodology of this article is qualitative content analysis, and
data-gathering was made purposefully. In this way, 22 Item of data,
including ten interviews, nine analyses and three reports published in
Shargh newspaper pertinent to Iran-Russia cooperation in Syrian
crisis, were selected from 2015 to 2019. Then, the key sentences of
these 22 data were categorized in the form of 15 final categories, of
which ten categories indicate a negative view, and five categories
show a cautious view of Shargh newspaper regarding Iran-Russia
cooperation in Syria crisis. The result of this article shows that Shargh
newspaper emphasizes its distrust toward Russia. Generally, it could
be said that this printed media influenced by the reformist tendency,
does not have a positive view of the Iran-Russia cooperation in Syrian
crisis and links this situation to Iran's bitter historical memory of
Russia.

Keywords: Syrian Crisis, Iran, Russia, Shargh Newspaper, Reformist
Movement, Media Representation.
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Russia's Rivalry with NATO and US in the Black Sea
and Suggestions for Media Coverage
Asieh Mehrvarz*, Hassan Beheshtipour?
Abstract

In recent years, the Black Sea geopolitical region has become core of

competition between Russia and NATO members and US which is
important to explore the various dimensions of this competition. The
purpose of this article is to investigate the consequences of these
competitions in the Black Sea, which has been done in a descriptive-
analytical manner and in the framework of the theories of
"constructivism™ and "world order. The findings show that Western
and US support for the color revolutions in Georgia and Ukraine, their
invitation to join NATO, and the admission of Eastern European
countries to the alliance, along with military adventures, have led
Russia to understand security threats from NATO and the United
States and to strengthen its military presence in this strategic
watershed. Russian support for the declaration of independency of
South Ossetia and Abkhazia following the war with Georgia in 2008,
the annexation of the Crimea peninsula to Russia in 2014, the
deployment of missile systems in Kaliningrad, are Moscow's deterrent
activities in the Black Sea. Russia's rivalry with NATO and the United
States in the Black Sea has had the greatest impact in terms of
intensifying arms battles in this watershed, turning this strategic area
into a potential platform for further conflict.

Keywords: NATO, Russia, US, Black Sea, Constructivism, IRIB World
Service.
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The Global Movement for Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions
against Israel: The Nature, Objectives, Achievements and
Providing Media Strategies
Elaheh Mehdizadeh Sarraj', Amir Dabirimehr?

Abstract

The movement of BDS as acronym of Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions
was founded on July 9, 2005, with the aim of putting economic and
political pressure on the Israeli regime and in line with its anti-racist,
liberal and humanitarian goals for the Palestinian people. The present
article tries to introduce this movement by using "Normative theory"
and "social movements" and to explain its objectives, functions and
achievements. The research method was descriptive-analytical.
Findings show that despite the efforts of the Israeli regime and its
supporters to introduce BDS as an anti-Jewish movement which call
for the elimination of Israel, this movement in a legal, civil, and
unarmed approach, has been able to reflect the occupier regime's
inhumane actions through its links to economic unions, academia,
student associations, Religious centers, and egalitarian movements
around the world. This civil movement called on countries as
independent political units as well as hon-governmental organizations
to boycott the Zionist regime for its anti-human rights actions in
various political, economic, cultural and scientific dimensions.
Famous people in the political, religious, scientific and artistic fields
have supported this movement. Accordingly, it is suggested that the
various dimensions of this movement be explained in the form of
various programs such as news reports, documentaries, and roundtable
programs on IRIB's World Service channels, including Press TV and
Al-Alam.

Keywords: BDS, Boycott Zionist Regime, Palestine, Racism, IRIB
World Service.
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Feasibility Study of Launching Japanese Internet TV
in IRIB World Service

Maryam Saberi', Amir Hakaki?

Abstract

Given the growing use of the Internet among the Japanese people,
there is a need to expand resources and means of communication with
audiences and media consumers in this important Asian country.
Accordingly, this article aims to launching a Japanese overseas
Internet TV. At the first stage, 25 factors based on research literature
have been identified as the most important factors in the launch of the
Japanese Internet TV in the IRIB. Then, using the fuzzy Delphi
technique, based on the opinions of 10 experts in the field of IRIB
World Service and Japan, 11 factors out of 25 factors have been
determined as the most important factors for studying the feasibility of
lunching Japanese radio Internet TV. Next, the expert is given to each
of the studied factors based on the level of the ability using a 5-point
Likert scale, and finally their scores are modeled based on the radar
diagram. According to the results, in terms of creating a
communication channel with the audience in order to collect their
opinions, availability of program list, and using professional videos
and images are those factors which have a good level of ability to
launch Japanese Internet TV in the IRIB, and the lowest level of
preparation is related to professional speakers, audience identification
and attention to the needs of the audience in the production of
programs.

Keywords: IRIB World Service, Internet TV, Japan, Webcasting, Fuzzy
DELPHI.
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Dimensions of US War Crimes in Afghanistan and Feasibility of
Prosecuting it in the ICC (Proposing Media Approaches)
Javad Salehi*

Abstract

The performance of US military and CIA personnel in Afghanistan
can be investigated, prosecuted and tried from the perspective of
international criminal law. Therefore, the study of the components of
war crimes with a case study of the situation in Afghanistan in the
ICC Statute is the purpose and subject of this article to answer the
relevant questions. The first question is what are the components and
guarantees in the prosecution of war crimes by US military and CIA
personnel? The second question is what is the mission of the IRIB
World Service in providing the basis for prosecuting the main
perpetrators of war crimes in the situation in Afghanistan? The
research findings show that killings, imprisonment, torture, and sexual
violence against civilians are just some of the war crimes committed
by US military and CIA personnel that prosecutable at the ICC. These
charges are based on the teachings of IHL and the provisions of the
Geneva Conventions and its protocols, the enforcement of which is
enshrined in the ICC Statute. The actions of the military and CIA
personnel in the situation in Afghanistan have been a reflection of the
official policies of the US government, whose primary responsibility
lies with senior military officials and commanders. In this regard, the
current approach of the ICC Prosecutor in the preliminary
investigation is late and limited to the prosecution of minimum
offenses and attributed to lower-ranking officials, which is not
acceptable. The overseas media’ mission in this area ranges from
collecting, analyzing, and disseminating war crimes documentation in
Afghanistan to linking it directly to official US government policies
and involving senior officials.

Keywords: International Criminal Court, International Humanitarian

Law, US Military Forces’ War Crimes, Afghanistan, IRIB World
Service.
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Comparing The Atmosphere of Political and Media
Communication during the Cold War and the Current Era
Davood Nemati Anaraki’

Abstract

After the Second World War, human beings faced two different
periods that have their own characteristics; The Cold War era and the
current era which is referred to by various titles, including the era of
globalization or globalism. Applying some related and comparative
sources by documentary method, this study aims to recognize the
presuppositions of both periods and two hypotheses have been
examined; What were the assumptions of the relationship between the
countries in the two periods and what was the role of the media in
diplomacy and the achievement of global goals?

Some of the most important findings of this study are as follows; The
main characteristic of that period was the ideological nature of
competition, and states cooperated, competed or fought with each
other in symbolic language. This cooperation or conflict led to
international alliances and coalitions in both the eastern and western
blocs. But now the symbols of the past such as unity have lost their
function and the world has faced a great leap forward in various fields,
including communication. The function and role of many
organizations and institutions, such as the media, has changed and
taken on a new meaning, and we witness the realization of the
McLuhan Global Village Theory. In fact, what happened in the field
of communications and media changed even the diplomatic system.

Keywords: Cold War, Political Environment, Political Communication,
Media Diplomacy.
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Assassination of Martyr Lieutenant General Soleimani from the
Perspective of International Law and Humanitarian Rights (with
an Emphasis on IRIB World Service Mission)

Javid Montazaran *, Seyed Asghar Jafari’

Abstract

On January 3, 2020, during a targeted operation, Lieutenant General
Qassem Soleimani, Commander of the Quds Force of Iran's IRGC,
Engineer Abu Mehdi, Deputy of Hashad al-Shaabi and their
companions were martyred through a assassination by the US Army.
Since the targeted assassination of a senior military commander of one
country in another country by a third party is a totally bizarre and
unprecedented act, the research question is as follows: How this
targeted assassination is viewed from the perspective of international
law and humanitarian rights? In order to find the answer, the research
has studied the issue through descriptive-analytical method by
collecting valid and credible documents from libraries and also
referring to the materials published in reliable international think
tanks. The findings show that the US action in assassinating General
Soleimani and his companions is in absolute contradiction with the
UN Charter, violates the most obvious principles and rules of
international law, including the principle of non-intervention, the
principle of sovereignty, the principle of non-aggression, the principle
of immunity of government representatives and ultimately as a
manifestation of state terrorism and aggression against the two
countries of Iran and Irag. Meanwhile, Human Rights Institutions,
United Nations, international and world-renowned think tanks have
called the US government's action an aggression, a blatant crime, and
a violation of international law.

Keywords: Lieutenant General Soleimani, Targeted Assassination,
International Law, Humanitarian Rights, IRIB World Service.
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