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1. Thematic Network
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. BRICS Development Bank (New Development Bank (NDB))
. Eurasian Economic Cooperation Organization

. Shanghai Cooperation Organisation

. ASEAN-China Free Trade Area (ACFTA)
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Abstracts

The Situation of Southeast Asian Workers in PGCC Countries
(Proposing Media Recommendations)

Seyyed Razi Emadi’

Abstract

Southeast Asian workers constitute an important part of the population of
the Member States of the GCC, including Saudi Arabia. Statistics for 2019
show that out of the approximately 56 million people living in the six
Persian Gulf Cooperation Council countries; Saudi Arabia, the United Arab
Emirates, Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman and Qatar, more than 21 million are
foreign workers. In light of this situation, the main question of the present
article is that in view of the provisions of international human rights
instruments, including the Convention for the Protection of the Rights of
Migrant Workers and their families, how is the Status of Southeast Asian
Workers in the PGCC States especially in Saudi Arabia? This descriptive-
analytical study was carried out using library, documentary and internet
data as well as interviews with three Arab and Asian experts and scholars
from the Islamic Republic of Iran who attended Qom University. The
findings of the study show that foreign workers in these countries,
especially in Saudi Arabia, face structural violence such as unfavorable
working conditions, detention and torture, unfair judicial verdicts and
widespread executions and are treated like slaves, but the custodial system
make them deprived of their right to sue.

Keywords: Foreign Workers, Persian Gulf Cooperation Council, Saudi
Arabia, Southeast Asia, IRIB World Service.

1. PhD in International Relations, Science and Research Branch, Islamic Azad University,
Tehran, Iran
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Functions and Challenges of Chabahar Free Zone in Creating Regional
Convergence; Providing some Media Recommendations

Ziaeddin Sabouri

Abstract

Chabahar Free Zone in southeastern Iran is one of the most important free
zones in the country which has significant functions. The main purpose of
this article is to examine the functions and challenges of the Chabahar
region in creating regional Cooperation.Accordingly, the central questions
of the paper are as follows; What are the most important capabilities of the
Chabahar region to create convergence between countries in the region?
What are the challenges facing this region? What media solutions can be
offered to introduce Chabahar's capacities and build cooperation between
the countries around it? The findings of the article show that due to the
common interest in enhancing economic cooperation among regional
countries, it is possible to expand cooperation between active and involved
actors in the Chabahar region. Connecting to international high seas, its
capacity to replace the Strait of Hormuz and its role in India-Iran-
Afghanistan-Russia interconnection are the most important capabilities of
the Chabahar region for convergence. In contrast, extremism in the region,
India-Pakistan divisions as well as the devastating role of the US and Saudi
Arabia are among the most significant challenges. This article is written in a
descriptive-analytical method.

Keywords: Chabahar Free Zone, Functionalism, Regional Cooperation,
Media Recommendations.

1. PhD in International Relations and President of Iranian International Studies
Association (IISA)

I °ON oA @



I ON v oA @

335 (P International Media Research Letters

The Role of IRIB World Service Media in Promoting Tourism Diplomacy
of the Islamic Republic of Iran

Mehdi Taheri’

Abstract

Tourism diplomacy is the focus of many countries, including Iran, for
cultural and economic purposes. The main purpose of tourism diplomacy,
which is considered part of cultural diplomacy, is to strengthen soft power.
More clearly, tourism diplomacy seeks to improve the image of a country in
the international system by attracting tourism and cultural communication.
Given the US financial and oil sanctions against Iran, paying attention to the
tourism sector can be of great benefit to Iran. Accordingly, the pathology of
Iranian tourism diplomacy, focusing on understanding the challenges and
obstacles in this field and presenting media solutions, constitutes the main
objective of this paper, which is a descriptive-analytical one. The results of
this study show that by adopting a proactive approach and optimum use of
media in tourism diplomacy, it can reduce the tensions with some
countries, increase foreign exchange earnings from tourism and soft power
of Iran. In this process, the role of Cross-border media in presenting the
country's tourist attractions and attracting foreign tourists is undeniable.
Accordingly, suggestions have been made for the IRIB World Service.

Keywords: Cultural Diplomacy, Tourism Diplomacy, World Service Media,
lllustration, National Interest, Soft Power.

1. PhD in Cultural Policy, Faculty Member of Mavlavii Institute of Higher Education, Tehran,
Iran
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Prospects for US-North Korean Talks in Trump Period
Until the 2020 US Elections (Proposing Media Approaches)

Behnam Khosravi', Aboozar Gohari Moghadamz

Abstract

The United States has always been a major player in North Korea's nuclear
case, and since the crisis in the 1990s, it has begun a process of pressure
and sanctions while negotiating aiming at disarming North Korea. With the
advent of Donald Trump presidency, at first the level of tension and the
likelihood of war increased, but as he enters his second year in office, while
reducing tensions, totally three rounds of talks between Trump and Kim
Jong Un were held. The main question of the present article is, "Given
Trump's stance, regional, global developments, and the approach of the
relevant actors, what is the prospect of the North Korean nuclear crisis
before the US presidential election "? The article has studied three
scenarios: The probable scenario (continuation of the current situation), the
possible scenario (increasing tension) and the optimal scenario (reaching
agreement). The paper's findings suggest that by the end of the Trump
presidency in 2020, the most likely event is the continuation of the status
quo and the impossibility of concluding an agreement. The probable
scenario, while anticipating lower levels of tension in the region,
underestimates the possibility of North Korea's nuclear and missile
disarmament and, given factors such as China-US strategic rivalries,

reaching a comprehensive agreement.

Keywords: Nuclear Crisis, Nuclear Disarmament, Donald Trump, US
Foreign Policy, Korean Peninsula, IRIB World Service.

1. PhD student of Political Studies of Islamic Revolution, Shahed University, Tehran
(Corresponding Author)
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Trump's Approach to International Environmental Law;
Proposing Media Policies

Abbas Masnavil, Mohammad Hussein Ramezani Ghavam Abadi’

Abstract

Nowadays, environmental crises are one of the major concerns of people,
governments and international organizations. These crises endanger the
continued existence of human beings on earth and create responsibility for
governments. Since 1972, The International Environmental Law attracted
the attention of most countries followed by the conference held in
Stockholm, which was also developed with an aim to protect the
environment and trigger the global responsibility of environment
protection. The United States, as one of the great powers of the
international system that has a significant impact on the environmental
crises, has always strived to accept the least environmental constraints and
responsibilities. Trump's environmental policies reflect the US policies in
confrontation with international environmental law and has raised
concerns among the environmentalists. In present study, while identifying
the key components of international environmental law, the United States
behavior as well as its legal and customary conflict with international
environmental law are examined, and the impact of the US President's
environmental policies on the global environment is evaluated.

Keywords: International Environmental Law, America, Donald Trump,
Violation of International Environmental Obligations, Liability, Media
Coverage.

1. PhD student in International Relations, Karaj Branch, Islamic Azad University, Karaj,
Iran. Corresponding University (Corresponding Author)
2 . Associate Professor of International Law, Shahid Beheshti University, Tehran, Iran
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A Comparative Study on Press TV and CNN Websites News Coverage of
US Withdrawal from JCPOA

Abbas Nasseri Taheril, Ahmad Shirzadian®

Abstract

With the Withdrawal of the United States from the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA), each of the Press TV and CNN websites for news
coverage of the event were in the confrontational field of views,
frameworks, media priorities, sovereignty and cultural context of its own
country and presented a large volume of data to the audience in
accordance with online journalism capacities and in line with their media
policy. The purpose of this study is to compare the news coverage of the
“US Withdrawal from JCPOA” on Press TV and CNN websites. In this study, a
guantitative content analysis method has been used. The statistical
population includes all the news published since the announcement of the
US Withdrawal from JCPOA within 20 days from that time. The results
showed that both websites reflected on the issue of America's withdrawal
from JCPOA with more political view. The orientation of the Press TV ‘s
website was largely negative but CNN’s was more neutral. Both websites
have highlighted their country’s official voice in their high priority, showing
that they have performed political service. “The European adherence to
JCPOA” has been the most prominent issue on Press TV website by 28.7 %,
and” Donald Trump's false action on the American withdrawal from JCPOA”
on CNN’s website by 30.8 %. CNN’s Website has taken advantage of the
multimedia convergence capacity to deliver maximum information to the
audience in the confined space of the website.

Keywords: Press TV, CNN, US Withdrawal from JCPOA, News Coverage,
Online Journalism, News website.

1. Assistant Professor at IRIB University, Tehran. Iran
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Author).
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Appropriate Drama Production Strategies for

IRIB World Service Media Audiences

Mahmoud Torabi Aghdam:l

Abstract

Dramas are the most popular and complex media product. Therefore they
are produced and distributed by IRIB World Service, as a media with active
capacity in regional and trans-regional cultural trends, requires formulating
effective strategies. So, the purpose of this paper is to propose favorable
strategies for making dramas in IRIB World Service. To achieve this goal, the
opinions of 11 experts were extracted and edited within the SWOT Matrix.
The number of experts is determined by “chain sampling” and “theoretical
saturation” index. Separating and merging comments from "in-depth
interview", the "Permanent Comparison" technique is used. A total, 24
strategies were formulated and explained in four categories of offensive,
competitive, conservative and defensive strategies. Then they prioritized
based on current conditions and requirements in IRIB World Service. These
are the most important of these strategies: making dramas with the brand
"Clean, Healthy and Halal", strengthening and completing the structure of
the manpower, getting enough funding, utilizing civilizational, discourse and
cultural sharing with different countries, setting up a specialized teamwork
to provide advice to making drama groups, supporting and cooperating
with compatible regional and international agents, groups, unions and
centers that are active in the arts and media. the result of the paper shows
that aggressive strategies are prioritized over other strategies, although a
combination of all strategies will be helpful at different situations.

Keywords: Drama Production, IRIB World Service, SWOT Matrix,
International Audiences, IRIB.

1. Researcher in IRIB World Service Applied Researches Center, PhD student of art research
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Saudi Arabia’s International Crimes in Yemen and the Role ICC
(With an Emphasis on IRIB World Service Missions)

Ahmad Kazemi'

Abstract

Saudi Arabian leaders and military commanders in a military offensive against
Yemen that has begun on March 5, 2015, in addition to assisting in the use of
illicit weapons such as cluster bombs, phosphorus and heat bombs, they have
bombed civilian areas, religious, historical, educational centers, hospitals,
schools, mosques and markets. Despite international warnings, Saudi Arabia's
Yemeni land, air and sea siege causes food shortages, drugs and famine.
Investigations of crimes committed by Mohammed bin Salman and other
senior Saudi commanders in Yemen indicate the commission of international
crimes including war crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide. The
material and spiritual elements of these crimes are so obvious that there is
some consensus in committing them, Because the Saudi leaders deliberately,
with a view to reaching a specific conclusion, grossly violating international
humanitarian law, including the Fourth Geneva Conventions and The Hague
Rules, according to Article 8 of the Rome Statute they have committed war
crimes in Yemen and so they have individual criminal responsibility. The
purpose of this article is to investigate the international crimes committed by
the Saudi Coalition in Yemen based on the theory of personal (genuine)
international criminal responsibility? Using a descriptive-analytical method, the
findings of the paper indicate that due to Saudi Arabia's and Yemen's non-
membership in the International Criminal Court, the Tribunal has jurisdiction to
investigate these crimes only if the matter is referred to it by the Security
Council. Also nationals of some member states of the Court including; Chad,
Niger and Senegal involved in Saudi alliance against Yemen and involved in
crimes. As a result, the Court's prosecutor, with an independent legal approach,
can begin investigations in this regard. IRIB World Service Media can turn this
into a worldwide demand from the Security Council and the International
Criminal Court.

Keywords : Yemen, International Criminal Court, War Crimes, Crime
against Humanity, Mohammad bin Salman, Jurisdiction, IRIB World
Service.
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US Instrumental Use of the Dollar; Goals, Consequences, Reactions;
Providing Media Approaches

Mehdi Hedayati Shahidani'

Abstract

After World War Il, using its national currency, the dollar, the United States
intervened repeatedly in international trends, as the dollar has always been
a tool for Washington's purposes. The key question is, then, what is the role
and function of the dollar in achieving US goals in the international political
and economic system? In response, the author's hypothesis is that the
United States has used the dollar in the international system to strengthen
the idea of monetary hegemony at various political, economic, military, and
cultural levels. The monetary hegemony as an "economic and political tool"
has enabled the US to control the function of the international monetary
system. Using global macroeconomic trends analysis, and with a
descriptive-analytical method, this article explains the position of the dollar
in global economic interactions, the consequences of the US instrumental
use of this currency in the international arena, and global reactions about it,
like efforts of Russia, China and Iran for De-Dollarization and bilateral or
multilateral financial treaties. Due to the rising speed of such reactions, the
collapse of dollar strength in the future can be predicted.

Keywords: US, Monetary Hegemony, De-Dollarization, Financial Treaties,
IRIB World Service.
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Requirements for a Favorable Media Cooperation
between Persian-Speaking Countries

Mohammad Gholi Minavand®, Aref Jafari Chegeniz

Abstract

The media are a very influential element in cultural diplomacy between
countries to foster a shared cultural identity and to create convergence
between nations. This study seeks the introduction of requirements of
desired media cooperation between Persian-speaking countries (Iran,
Afghanistan, Tajikistan) to develop media designs in the form of production
and distribution of media products. In this study, by interviewing the elites,
the necessary information was collected. Then, the qualitative data
obtained from interviews with experts and media experts, especially
experts and media workers in the field of countries who speak Persian;
these data will be analyzed through thematic analysis method. In this
regard, using qualitative research coding software (MAX QDA) data and
codes are categorized into sub-categories and presented in tables. The
themes are summarized in three main categories: “Strengths in the
performance and media structure of the three countries, weaknesses in the
performance and media structure of the three countries and necessities of
favorable media cooperation between the three countries”. According to
the findings, we can focus on the cultural and ethnic issues of Persian-
speaking countries, producing and distributing media products in the
domestic media of these countries. The process of media cooperation
between Persian-speaking countries should be based on the creation of a
support unit and a mechanism for the exchange of radio and television
programs as a diverse and applied database for the production and
broadcasting of programs for Persian-speaking audiences.

Keywords: Iran, Afghanistan, Tajikistan, Media Cooperation, Joint TV
Network.

1. Associate Professor of Political Science, IRIB University, Tehran, Iran
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Racial Discrimination in the United States During the Trump Presidency;
Causes, Backgrounds and Providing Media Strategies

Majid Rouhi Dehboneh'

Abstract

The issue of racial strife in America has a long, historical background.
Although US have been struggling with this phenomenon since its inception,
it has seriously challenged American political life in recent months and days,
especially after the events in Charlottesville and Trump's rhetoric and
actions. Therefore, this paper with a descriptive-analytical approach raises
the key question that what causes and factors have contributed to the
escalation of racial strife in America since 2016 and how can it be
explained? Some of the causes of the escalation of these conflicts are
rooted in structural problems that lie within the educational, judicial,
political, economic, and social structures of the United States and it has
existed since its inception and has continued. Another important part is
related to Trump's character and personality, his thoughts and actions, his
views of white people, as well as his support of far-right groups. This
phenomenon can have important repercussions in both domestic and
international dimensions, from the intensification of bipolar space to the
widening structural, gender, class divisions, to the decline of soft power and
America's place in the international system.

Keywords: Racism in USA, Trump and Trumpism, Liberal Democracy,
Media Strategies.
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The Yellow Vest Movement in France;
Contexts, Trends, Implications and Suggestions for Media Coverage

Mohammad Reza Dehshiril, Farideh Karimi Mehr?

Abstract

The yellow vest movement represents the protests of the weak and middle
classes of French society to the economic and tax policies of President
Emmanuel Macron and has been the outcome of increasing social gaps in
this country. Therefore, the present paper, through a qualitative method of
descriptive-analytic type, explains why the vest yellow movement in France
has been formed and how was its impact on the political life of France at
national and transnational levels. Reviews and findings of this article
demonstrates that this movement is unprecedented in terms of
continuation and violence rate in the Fifth Republic of France and has
resulted in political, economic, social and security consequences for France.
The 10 percent reduction of touristic trips to France, the rate of police
violence, attack on bank branches and commercial centers, firing the cars,
the increasing level of public request from the government and the
protesting demonstrations among different segments of society, the
increase in the popularity of the far right party (National Front) and a
dramatic increase in suicide of the French police forces are among the
internal implications of the yellow vest movement. At the external level,
one can enumerate the consequences such as: weakening the international
position of President Macron, especially from the perspective of
environmental policies, the rise of Trump's interventionist speeches
regarding the internal affairs of France and the European Union as well as
the inspiration of this movement for similar movements in Palestine,
Tunisia and Egypt.

Keywords: Yellow Vests, New social movement, Emmanuel Macron,
France, Media Coverage.
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